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Jailed for murder, 
now I’m known as 
“Wall Street”
BY MICHAEL ASHCRAFT 

For his fi rst crime, Curtis 
Carroll was congratulated.

“It was the fi rst time 
that I was told that I had 
potential and felt like 

somebody believed in me,” Curtis 
says on a TED Talk. “Nobody ever 
told me that I could be a lawyer, 
doctor or engineer. I mean, how 
was I supposed to do that? I 
couldn’t read, write or spell. I 
was illiterate. So I always thought 
crime was my way to go.”

Learning on the mean streets 
of East Oakland that crime was 
the way to get money, led him to 
a 54-year-to-life sentence in San 
Quentin for a robbery that back-
fi red and ended in murder.

Today, Curtis has served 24 
years on that sentence, got-
ten saved, taught himself to 
read and learned about fi nancial 
investment.

His success at picking stocks 
earned him the nickname “The 
Oracle of San Quentin,” but 

inmates call him “Wall Street” 
because he teaches a fi nancial lit-
eracy class based on the idea that 
teaching convicts how to make 
and save money through legiti-
mate modes will keep them from 
resorting to illegitimate means 
once they’re out.

Curtis Carroll grew up in a 
vicious neighbourhood devastated 
by the crack epidemic of the 1980s 
and 90s. His mother donated 
blood to get money to feed her 
kids. His uncle taught Curtis 
to steal quarters from arcade 
machines.

On one occasion a security 
guard spotted him stealing the 
quarters and Curtis ran, climbed 
a fence, but the weight of the quar-
ters in his backpack caused him to 
fall back to the ground.

When he was released to his 
mother from juvenile hall, his 
uncle told him to be smarter next 
time: “You weren’t supposed to 
take ALL the quarters.”

Larry Clements was told over 
and over by his father that 
he was worthless, would 
never amount to anything 
and would end up in the 

penitentiary. Those words set the 
course of Larry’s life. But one 
Easter, while he was in prison, he 
unlocked a truth that changed the 
course of  his life. In a CBN video 
on YouTube, Larry describes the 
rejection he experienced in his own 
home as a child.

“I didn’t feel loved,” he recalls. “I 
know my mother loved me. I mean, 
my mom was always there for me, 
but my dad, I never heard ‘I love 
you’ out of his mouth.”

Larry wanted to join the Boy 
Scouts as a child, but with four 
other siblings money was tight 
and his father didn’t want to spend 
money on the uniform. So Larry 
hung around with his friends, who 
started smoking weed, drinking 
and taking pills. He committed his 
fi rst armed robbery as a teenager 
and was sent to juvenile deten-
tion center. As Larry 
got older, his drug use 
also progressed and 
he began selling drugs 
to keep up with his 
addiction.

“I don’t know how I 
got caught up in heroin, 
but when I did, I fell in 
love,” he shares. “And then once 
you’re hooked, it’s like there’s no 
return.”   His drug use led to other 
risk-taking behaviour. One time he 
was arrested for trying to fi rebomb 
a police station after an offi  cer gave 
him a ticket.  “Being on drugs, you 
think you’re King Kong and you can 
do anything,” he explains. 

“So I park my car across the 
street, I walk over to the gate. So I 
lit it and I threw it and I turn around 
and I start running, well, I turned 
around to look to watch it blow up 
and the rag is sitting there burning 
from where I threw it.” 

Then after he was pulled over 
for a routine traffic stop, Larry 
was arrested again. He remembers 
the state trooper writing out his 
ticket and he noticed the gun in the 
offi  cer’s holster.

“I knew I had warrants out of 
Kern County and Orange County 
and I heard it come back over the 
radio,” Larry explains. “So when 
that happened the gun came out 

HOW EASTER 
CHANGED ME

of the holster. He had it, I had it, 
we were wrestling for it and one 
shot was fi red, and thank God it 
just grazed his knee. When they 
booked me into the county jail it 
was attempted murder. I went to 
trial and they found me guilty of 
removing a fi rearm from a police 
offi  cer and brandishing a weapon.”

California had a three-strike law, 
so Larry was looking 
at a long sentence. 
But he kept fi ghting 
it until the judge dis-
missed a strike and 
he gave him 13 years. 

While in prison, 
Larry was invited 
to a free meal at the 

prison chapel, followed by an Easter 
service. 

Larry believed in Jesus after 
hearing about Him when he was 
teenager at the juvenile detention 
center, but he didn’t follow Him.

“I always believed in Jesus, but I 
lived like the devil,” Larry admits. 

“I didn’t have an understanding 
of what it was to be a Christian.”

At the prison chapel Easter 
service, Larry recalls the inmate 
running the service holding up the 
Bible and saying, “I don’t think this 
is the Word of God.”

“He paused and I’m like, ‘What 
do you mean you don’t think that’s 
the Word of God? Even I believe 
that’s the Word of God,’” Larry says. 

“But then he goes, ‘I know it’s 
the Word of God. Just because 
my fi nite brain can’t fi gure out an 
infi nite God; doesn’t mean this isn’t 
the Word of God.’ And from that 
moment… I asked God to forgive 
me and He did… I started reading 
my Bible … studying. I mean, get-

 Turn to page 2

Despite being unable Despite being unable 
to read when he was to read when he was 
� rst incarcerated at � rst incarcerated at 
the age of 17, Curtis the age of 17, Curtis 
Carroll now teaches Carroll now teaches 

� nancial literacy � nancial literacy 
classes in prison.classes in prison.

ting studies and studying them [for] 
hours on end, you know? I didn’t 
know what was happening.”

Larry says after that, his heart 
and mind began to change. 

“I said, ‘Lord, forgive me for 
doubting Your Word – just because 
I can’t fi gure it all out doesn’t mean 
it’s not Your Word. Forgive me for 
that. After that I was like, ‘Teach 
me your word, reveal to me your 
truth, God.’ And I started reading 
Scriptures and they made sense. 
And that was the moment that I 
repented. Repented is to change 
your mind, to turn.” 

Larry was granted an early 
release and, with God’s help, for-
gave his father and shared the Good 
News about Jesus with him.

He has written a book about his 
life called The Good, the Bad and 
the Saved and runs a ministry to 
prisoners in California.

“Had I felt God’s love or knew 
more about God when I was 
younger, I wouldn’t have had to 
go through everything that I went 
through,” Larry says. “He loved us 
just because that’s who He is. God is 
love. It’s unmerited. We don’t earn 
or deserve His favor. He loved you 
so much that He sent His only Son 
to die on the cross for your sins. He 
took your sins upon Himself. That’s 
how much He loves us. The grace of 
God is amazing. It’s just amazing.”
 ● 

Larry Clements

 ONCE YOU’RE 
HOOKED, IT’S 
LIKE THERE’S 
NO RETURN



Challenge  20222

Coffee Break CROSSWORD & SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS PAGE 7

As a child Brian Cole didn’t 
want to be at home and he 
didn’t want to be at school. 
He was physically and emo-

tionally abused by his father and 
bullied by his classmates. When he 
fell into a crowd of older children 
who were experimenting with drugs, 
criminal activity and Satanism, he 
fi nally felt accepted. But it came at  
a cost. 

As his drug use devel-
oped into a full-blown 
addiction and his crimes 
intensified, he spent 
27 years behind bars. 
But it was there that he 
found a way out of the 
anger and shame he had 
harboured since he was 
a child. In a YouTube 
video sharing his story, 
Brian says he was about 
10 when he met the older children. 

“I found out these kids were 
involved with something called 
Satanism … so I got caught up in 
that,” Brian shares. “They used me to 
break into churches and stuff  to steal 
communion bread, especially from 
churches, which we would desecrate 
in our rituals.”

As a child Brian’s mother took 
him to church, but he hated it as 
he felt judged. The resulting hatred 
for Christians led him to destroy 
tombstones in graveyards that had 
religious symbolism on them. 

“If you had Nativity scenes out in 
your yard at Christmas – they were 
gone,” he admits. “When I started 
doing major burglaries when I was 
17/18 years old I wouldn’t just rob 

the houses I’d go into when I saw 
religious symbolism on the walls, but 
I would destroy the house.”

As Brian ventured deeper into the 
occult, he started cutting and muti-
lating his body for blood sacrifi ces 
and used a variety of drugs in order 
to alter his mind.

Before he was an adult, he spent 
time in psych wards, juvenile facili-

ties, group homes and 
foster homes. But then, at 
18, Brian was arrested in 
a sting operation. Prior to 
that, he had been involved 
in about 200 burglaries 
in the space of about six 
months, so he was given a 
lengthy sentence.

“From that point on, 
for the next 23 years as 
an adult I spent time 
behind bars, in and out 

of the prisons for crimes ranging 
anywhere from possession of meth 
to attempted murder, when I shot 
a man,” Brian admits. During one 
of the times he was not imprisoned, 
Brian ran into a man called Eric. 
They had fi rst met 10 years before, 
and Brian had introduced him to 
marijuana. This time, he introduced 
him to meth. Brian says Eric was “an 
automatic fi end” from the moment 
he tried it. Eric spent the next six 
days and nights awake on meth. 
When he fi nally did sleep, he was too 
close to a heat register and burned 
to death.  From there, Brian hit rock 
bottom.

“Two weeks after that happened, 
I lost my car, I lost my house, I lost 
my job and, already believing that I 

didn’t belong in this world because 
all the time I had done, I just didn’t 
want to live anymore,” Brian shares. 
“I attempted to commit suicide 
through the use of drugs from 2007-
2009.” He almost succeeded three 
times, including when he fell asleep 
in a snowbank during a blizzard 
while coming down from meth. The 
next day, he was arrested again.

“It was my last arrest and the best 
day of my life,” he shares. “I had a 
thought in my mind I had never had 
before: ‘I don’t want to live like this 
anymore.’” In prison Brian decided 
to get help for his addictions.

“They had a 14-week-long drug 
and alcohol program in the jail but 
I found out it was a faith-based 
program and I really didn’t want 
anything to do with that. But after 
thinking about it, my need for 
change overwhelmed my hatred for 
Christians.”  On the fi rst day Brian 
attended the program, he was sure to 
let everyone know he was only there 
to help himself get off  drugs – not to 
hear about any of that “Jesus stuff .” 
But Brian discovered he needed 
a Bible to be able to do the fi ll-in-
the-blanks homework, so he got a 
Gideon Bible from the prison library.

“I went from fi lling in the blanks 
to my blanks being fi lled in by Scrip-
ture,” Brian shares. He still had a lot 
of questions, but one day, he found 
a copy of The Case for Christ by Lee 
Strobel in his prison cell.

FROM SATANISM TO SET FREEFROM SATANISM TO SET FREE

“That totally validated Scripture 
for me,” Brian says. He went on to 
attend faith-based anger manage-
ment and shame classes. He dis-
cussed his questions about God with 
the prison chaplain but got stuck 
when it came to forgiveness.

“How could God forgive me 
for personally saying the things I 
said and did against Him?” Brian 
wondered.

The chaplain directed him to 
Psalm 103:12, which says, “As far 
as the east is from the west, so far 

has He removed our transgres-
sions from us.”

“I dropped down on my knees 
right then and there gave my life to 
the Lord in January 2009,” Brian 
shares, with tears in his eyes. “Since 
then I have soaked up the Word and 
I have lived for God. I spent 33 years 
of my life working for the devil, there 
is no way that I would do anything 
less for the Lord.” Brian is now a 
pastor, a drug and alcohol counsel-
lor and is involved in motorcycle 
ministry and prison outreach. ● 

I SPENT 33 
YEARS OF 
MY LIFE 
WORKING 
FOR THE 
DEVIL

Brian Cole spent 27 Brian Cole spent 27 
years behind bars years behind bars 

but now enjoys but now enjoys 
freedom in more freedom in more 
ways than one. ways than one. 
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Ten minutes later, they burglarized 
another arcade game because they 
needed to buy gas to get home. At 
age 17, a botched robbery turned 
fatal, with Curtis pulling the trigger 
on 22-year-old Gilberto Medina Gil. 
Curtis turned himself in to police 
and was sentenced to prison for the 
murder of Gil.

Because he was illiterate, he 
would let his cellmate read the 
sports page to him. But one time, he 
accidentally grabbed the business 
section. An older inmate casually 
asked if he traded stocks. Curtis 
couldn’t read, much less know 
about stocks, so he asked.

“That’s where white folk put their 
money,” the older inmate replied.

“It was the fi rst time that I saw a 
glimpse of hope, a future,” Curtis 
says. “He gave me this brief descrip-
tion of what stocks were.”

Curious to learn more, Curtis, at 
age 20, taught himself to read.

“It was the hardest thing I’d ever 
done in my life. It was the most 
agonizing time of my life, trying 
to learn how to read, (facing) the 
ostracism from my family, from the 
homies,” he says. “Little did I know 
I was receiving the greatest gifts I 
had ever dreamed of: self-worth, 
knowledge, discipline.”

Next, he studied fi nance in gen-
eral and the stock market in particu-
lar. He scoured the business sec-
tions of the prison newspapers and 
checked out books from the prison 
library. Curtis started investing in 

penny stocks, with 
the help of family 
members on the 
outside of prison. 
He used the money 
he got from sell-
ing unused postage 
stamps and selling 
tobacco to his fellow 
inmates, accord-
ing to MoneyWise. 
As he earned small 
returns, he made 
bigger picks. Out-
side prison, his 
money was grow-
ing. He will be well-
positioned to become a tax-paying 
member of society contributing to 
the economy once he gets out — 
unlike so many other inmates who 
are expected to “make it” outside 
without support or money.

“A typical incarcerated person 
would enter the California prison 
system with no fi nancial education, 
earn 30 cents an hour, over $800 
a year, with no real expenses and 
save no money,” Curtis says. “Upon 
his parole, he will be given $200 
gate money and be told, ‘Hey, good 
luck, stay out of trouble. Don’t come 
back to prison.’ With no meaningful 
preparation or long-term fi nancial 
plan, what does he do? Get a good 
job? Or go back to the very criminal 
behavior that led him to prison in 
the fi rst place?” Curtis explains.

In response, Curtis led the charge 
to add fi nancial education to prison 
reform.  And prison staff  responded, 

making arrangements for him to 
teach about fi nances in San Quen-
tin’s chapel. Curtis not only picked 
up fi nancial knowledge in prison. 
He also picked up Jesus.

“I want to give all glory to God, 
because without Him I wouldn’t 
look or feel like this,” he says on 
Inside the Rift. “Real freedom is a 
mental state, not a physical one. I 
remain cheerful due to God’s grace 
and the gift He’s chosen to give me. 
I stay focused because with this gift 
I have been given, there is a job that 
needs to be done.

“I stay motivated because my 
life’s calling is to be of service to 
others. There is no better feeling 
or honor than to be of service to 
others. Like any Christian, I fall 
short every day, but I try my best to 
spread the gift that He’s given me to 
empower others. All glory to God.”●

This article � rst appeared on godreports.
com and is used with kind permission.

Jailed for murder, now I’m 
known as “Wall Street”
 From page 1

Curtis Carroll Curtis Carroll 
discovered discovered 
more than more than 

just � nancial just � nancial 
knowledge knowledge 
in prison.in prison.

ACROSS
2 Energetic type 
7 Failure, � asco 
8 Take to the slopes 
9 Chicago gangster 
11  President after 

Reagan 
13  A wild mountain 

goat 
14 Flower patch 
16  Signifying 

maiden name 
17 Ocean direction 
19  Five-armed 

sea creature 
DOWN
1 Habit formers 
2  Scientist’s 

work place 
3 Not lived in 
4  Gardener’s 

annoyance 

5 Redeemed, saved 
6  Stranded, helpless 

(4,3,3)

10 Stop happening 
12  A kind of sausage 

15 One that uses 
18 Volcanic fallout

5 3
8 4

7 5 2 1 3
2 8 9

1 5 4 2
9 1 8

9 7 4 6 5
5 8
6 3
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I NEVER SANG 
BEFORE, AND 
I HAVE NOT 
STOPPED 
SINGING SINCE

BY GRAYSON POPE

Richard Andrew 
was once a clar-
inet- and trom-
bone-playing 

marching band geek. 
But then his parents 
bought him a bass 
guitar and an amp, 
and he crossed over 
to pursue a different 
genre of music – and 
a different life journey. 

“I had dreams of 
being in a rock band 
a n d  t o u r i n g  t h e 
world,” he remembers. 
And then it happened: 
A gig. For one glorious 
night, the California 
teenager played with 
his sister’s boyfriend’s 
band at a backyard 
party. 

“I came home, and 
I was just on cloud 
nine,” Richard says. “I mean, it felt like I had 
just played a huge arena even though it was 
just this dingy old backyard on a stage made 
of plywood and milk crates.” 

But the next morning, Richard’s parents had 
made a decision: His dreams of global punk 
rock stardom would have to wait. Their teen-
age son was simply too young for late-night, 
live-music gigs – and all the temptations that 
might come with them. They said he could not 
continue and must put his music “career” on 
hold for a few years. Devastated, Richard took 
matters into his own hands and left home. At 
first, he thought he had it made. Pursuing his 
music, he moved from place to place and couch 
to couch. To make sure his parents couldn’t 
find and stop him, he dropped out of school. 
Very quickly, Richard plunged 
into drugs. 

By the time he was 18, cycling 
in and out of homelessness, 
Richard was a drug-addicted, 
narcotics-dealing teen father of 
two daughters.

Still chasing his music dream 
by any means necessary, Rich-
ard landed in prison. He recalls 
his only option was “…to look up 
because I cannot fall any further. 
It was in that moment that the rescue mission 
started to unfold in my life.”

Richard started receiving what would be 
life-changing messages – via mail. One day 
at mail call there was a letter for him from 
someone he didn’t know. He excitedly ripped 
open the envelope. 

“What I pulled out is what I would call a 
‘Christianese’ Hallmark card. … It had a lot of 
religious overtones telling me that I was loved 
by God and that kind of stuff,” Richard says. 
“And I remember being a little disappointed 
– ‘My first piece of mail, and it’s this? This is 
what I get?’” 

To his surprise, the cards continued to 
come twice a month, every month for over 
two years – every card talking about God, love 
and Jesus. One day, sitting in the back of the 
prison chapel, Richard reluctantly bowed his 
head and closed his eyes, as the speaker had 
instructed. 

“In an instant … I saw two images right 
there, right there behind my eyelids, and they 
were the faces of my two daughters.”

Suddenly, a wave of guilt and shame flooded 
him, he recognized he had been on a destruc-
tive merry-go-round: Get high, see or think 
about his girls, “then feel so guilty that I would 

A NEW SONG A NEW SONG 
FOR RICHARDFOR RICHARD

Richard Andrew’s music dream was derailed by his drug addiction, but 
is now a recording artist and runs a music ministry.

Army Veteran Derrick Green says a prayer at the start of his Bible study in his apartment at the 
Civic Center Apartments, in Denver, Colorado, in 2010. After the combat engineer was honorably 
discharged in 1981, he developed a drug problem and eventually found himself in prison and 
then homeless. A faithful man, Green appreciates the housing and the opportunity he has been 
offered. He says, “Christ gave me a second chance. Cause where I was going – if it wasn’t for Christ 

I wouldn’t be here. I had one foot in the grave and one foot on a banana peel.” 
Photo By Craig F. Walker/The Denver Post via Getty Images

Thankful for a second chanceThankful for a second chance

want to get higher and higher. And it was this 
vicious circle.”

Richard felt a tap on his shoulder. Another 
prisoner asked, “Hey, man. You want to go 
up?” Not really even knowing what that meant, 
Richard agreed. Moments later, Richard 
prayed to receive Jesus as His Savior.

The next day, he was a man on a mission: 
He was going to call the twice-monthly card 
sender. When he finally did reach her, “I told 
her my name, and before I could get my last 
name out, she cut me off and said, ‘Have you 
given your life to Jesus yet?’ I said, ‘Well, I 
went up last night. Does that count?’“

She began to praise God.
Richard walked free out of prison Janu-

ary 8, 1994. As a condition of his parole, he 
joined a 12-step program at a 
local church and became active 
with its men’s ministry. There, 
God began rewriting Richard’s 
story. 

“He started to undo every 
selfish thing I had ever done. 
He started to restore every 
broken relationship that I had 
abused and neglected … He 
remade me,” Richard testifies.

With Richard’s new life 
came a new life’s mission. 

“I got plugged into a local church, and I was 
passionate. I wanted to serve. And I told the 
pastor, ‘What can I do? I’ll park the cars, scrub 
the toilets.’” 

What he ended up doing was playing guitar 
for Bible study. And when the singer was out 
sick, Richard’s pastor called on him to sing. 
“He just kept poking and prodding and telling 
me, ‘I don’t know why I’m feeling this way, but 
I really think you should try,’” Richard recalls. 
Finally surrendering, “On a Thursday night, in 
a living room of a Southern California home, 
for about 10 people, I sang for the first time in 
my life. … I never sang before, and I have not 
stopped singing since.”

Richard is the first to admit God has trans-
formed his life. But one thing didn’t change: 
Music remains a central part of Richard’s life. 
He is now a recording artist and runs a music 
ministry. Richard met the sender of those 
cards he received in prison. Her name was 
Rose Gunn, and the two kindled a friendship 
that would last until Rose’s final days. 

Today, Richard stands in the spotlight, sing-
ing and telling people about Jesus – and Rose’s 
impact on his life lives on.  ●

Story from Prison Fellowship 
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Trauma as a child led Trudy 
Makepeace to seek an escape – 
something she found in drugs. 
But that took her down a long 

and dangerous journey of crime, 
prostitution and prison time. After 
30 failed attempts at getting clean, 
she came to the end of her rope. 

Trudy shared her story at Wood-
lands Church in a YouTube video. 
She explains she was the eldest of 
fi ve siblings and when she was four 
she discovered she was adopted. 

“I thought it was great news,” 
she recalls. “I remember running to 
my mum and saying, ‘I’ve got two 
mums!’ Mum’s reaction was one 
of anger and she just walloped me 
across the ear and I went fl ying.”

Her mother’s reaction had more 
than just a physical impact on her.

“It said to me, ‘There’s a sense of 
shame about who you are – you’re 
not free to speak out.’ From that 
moment I knew it wasn’t safe to 
speak out. I knew it wasn’t okay to 
be me.”

Then from the age of fi ve until she 
was a teenager, Trudy was sexually 
abused.

“This left me feeling very vio-
lated,” she explains. “It left me lost, 
feeling alone and confused. I was 
traumatised, I was in shock. I didn’t 
know what to do with it and I just 
began to internalise it.” 

The idea that it was not safe for 
her to speak out was reinforced.

“Life was very dysfunctional at 
home. My parents 
were very broken 
– they didn’t know 
how to show love. 
I didn’t feel safe, I 
wasn’t protected and 
I was subject to their 
mood swings and 
violence.”

At school things 
were no better as 
children bullied her 
for her poor appearance and smell.

“Because of my abuse I used to 
wet the bed so my mom would send 
me to school smelling and kids were 
just cruel.”

As she grew older, Trudy started 
running away.

“I was trying to run from myself,” 
she explains. “I started trying to take 
my own life because I couldn’t cope 
with what was going on – I didn’t 
know how to process it.”

She ended up in the foster care 
system and the help she received 
from well-meaning professionals 
only intensifi ed her pain. It was 
then she looked to drugs as a way 
to escape. Searching for love and 
acceptance, Trudy got involved in 
co-dependent relationships. 

She also developed an eating 
disorder.

“I moved on to heroin and then 
crack cocaine … my lifestyle meant 
that I was out stealing every day – 
getting arrested was an occupational 
hazard for me. Spending time in 
prison was just a way of life for me 
life. It wasn’t long before I ended up 
selling my body.”

Soon Trudy was living on the 
streets, which brought more danger: 
“I’d be raped, I’d be left for dead, 
nearly cut up, nearly shot up … I 
was completely desensitised to the 

danger because it was what I was 
used to and I accepted that.”

By the age of 33 Trudy had tried 
more than 30 times to get clean – 
trying everything from rehab, to 
detoxes, to methadone.

“I came to a point where I realised 
I couldn’t fi x myself. 
I was hopeless and I 
was hopeless to do it 
in my own strength.”

When she was 
arrested and ended 
up in a Christian 
rehab, Trudy heard 
the  Good News 
about Jesus Christ. 
Trudy recognised 
Jesus had died for 

her sins and accepted Him as her 
Lord and Saviour. But a few weeks 
later, she began to feel the pull from 
her old life. 

She left the rehab and went back 
to using drugs. But something had 
changed. When she used drugs 

Father’s love letterFather’s love letter 
AN intimate message from God to you… 

My Child, 

You may not know me, but I know everything about you. (Psalm 139:1) I know 
when you sit down and when you rise up. (Psalm 139:2) I am familiar with 
all your ways. (Psalm 139:3) Even the very hairs on your head are numbered. 
(Matthew 10:29-31) For you were made in my image. (Genesis 1:27)

In me you live and move and have your being. (Acts 17:28) For you are my 
o� spring. (Acts 17:28) 

I knew you even before you were conceived. (Jeremiah 1:4-5) I chose you when 
I planned creation. (Ephesians 1:11-12)

You were not a mistake, for all your days are written in my book. (Psalm 139:15-

16)  I determined the exact time of your birth and where you would live. 
(Acts 17:26) You are fearfully and wonderfully made. (Psalm 139:14)  I knit you 
together in your mother’s womb. (Psalm 139:13) And brought you forth on 
the day you were born. (Psalm 71:6) 

I have been misrepresented by those who don’t know me. (John 8:41-44) I am 
not distant and angry, but am the complete expression of love. (1 John 4:16)

And it is my desire to lavish my love on you. (1 John 3:1) Simply because you 
are my child and I am your Father. (1 John 3:1)

I o� er you more than your earthly father ever could. (Matthew 7:11) For I am 
the perfect father. (Matthew 5:48) Every good gift that you receive comes 
from my hand. (James 1:17) For I am your provider and I meet all your needs. 
(Matthew 6:31-33)

My plan for your future has always been � lled with hope. (Jeremiah 29:11)

Because I love you with an everlasting love. (Jeremiah 31:3)

My thoughts toward you are countless as the sand on the seashore. 
(Psalms 139:17-18) And I rejoice over you with singing. (Zephaniah 3:17) I will 
never stop doing good to you. (Jeremiah 32:40) For you are my treasured 
possession. (Exodus 19:5) I desire to establish you with all my heart and all 
my soul. Jeremiah 32:41 And I want to show you great and marvelous things. 
(Jeremiah 33:3)

If you seek me with all your heart, you will � nd me. (Deuteronomy 4:29)

Delight in me and I will give you the desires of your heart. (Psalm 37:4) For it is 
I who gave you those desires. (Philippians 2:13)

I am able to do more for you than you could possibly imagine. (Ephesians 3:20)

For I am your greatest encourager. (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17)

I am also the Father who comforts you in all your troubles. (2 Corinthians 1:3-4)

When you are brokenhearted, I am close to you. (Psalm 34:18) As a shepherd 
carries a lamb, I have carried you close to my heart. (Isaiah 40:11)

One day I will wipe away every tear from your eyes. (Revelation 21:3-4) And I’ll 
take away all the pain you have su� ered on this earth. (Revelation 21:3-4)

I am your Father, and I love you even as I love my son, Jesus. (John 17:23)

For in Jesus, my love for you is revealed. (John 17:26) He is the exact 
representation of my being. (Hebrews 1:3) He came to demonstrate that 
I am for you, not against you. (Romans 8:31) And to tell you that I am not 
counting your sins. 
(2 Corinthians 5:18-19)

Jesus died so that you and I could be reconciled. (2 Corinthians 5:18-19) His 
death was the ultimate expression of my love for you. (1 John 4:10)

I gave up everything I loved that I might gain your love. (Romans 8:31-32) 

If you receive the gift of my son Jesus, you receive me. (1 John 2:23) And 
nothing will ever separate you from my love again. (Romans 8:38-39)

Come home and I’ll throw the biggest party heaven has ever seen. (Luke 15:7)  
I have always been Father, and will always be Father. (Ephesians 3:14-15)

My question is…Will you be my child? (John 1:12-13) 

I am waiting for you. (Luke 15:11-32)

Love, Your Dad, Almighty God 
Father’s Love Letter used by permission ©1999 Father Heart Communications 

FathersLoveLetter.com ©1999 Father Heart Communications

GETTING 
ARRESTED 
WAS AN 
OCCUPATIONAL 
HAZARD

Trudy’s book, Abused, Addicted, 
Free features a portrait of Trudy 

by Emma Holloway and is part of 
a series called The Untold Story. 
Emma painted the portrait after 

hearing Trudy share her story.

A love letter helped A love letter helped 
me get cleanme get clean

Trudy Makepeace Trudy Makepeace 
read a love letter read a love letter 

while in rehab while in rehab 
and knew she had and knew she had 

� nally found the � nally found the 
love she had always love she had always 
been searching for. been searching for. 
Picture: Facebook/Picture: Facebook/
TrudyMakepeaceTrudyMakepeace

she was unable to get the high that 
she was used to. She felt a warning 
within in her spirit that she was 
going to die if something didn’t 
change. Again she was arrested and 
the same Christian rehab off ered her 
the opportunity to go back. 

“I went back to this rehab and 
it was there that I had a personal 
encounter with God my Father.”

She was given a compilation of 
Bible verses called The Father’s Love 
Letter (see right). 

“As I read this I just knew I just 
knew in my heart that I had come 
home. I just knew that I had found 
the love that I had always been look-
ing for.”

The letter explained that God sent 
Jesus to die in our place for our sins 
so we could be reconciled to the 
Father and know peace and forgive-
ness of sin. 

“We carry the weight of our sin, 
the guilt, the shame, the regret, the 
pain and the sorrow. God doesn’t 
want us to carry that baggage 
through life and there He was saying 
to me you can lay it all down at the 
foot of the cross and you can have a 
fresh start if you would accept the 
free gift of my Son. I asked Jesus 
into my heart and my life and He 
came. From that moment everything 
changed.” 

Trudy experienced inexplicable 
peace, joy and love. She felt pure 
after being cleansed from her sin. 
She also had no desire to use drugs 
ever again. She says she experienced 
a healing process which included 
forgiving those who had hurt her and 
learning to love herself.

“You couldn’t give me £1 million 
to trade what I’ve got,  because I 
have got the most precious thing in 
Christ,” she attests. 

Trudy’s life completely changed 
after becoming a Christian. She 
went on to manage a girls’ home and 
share her story in prisons. She also 
attended – and excelled – at Bible 
College and has written a book called 
Abused, Addicted, Free. ●

“You cannot be too bad, too broken or too boring 
for God’s unconditional love, only too proud to 

acknowledge how desperately you need it.”

Pete Greig (from the book How to Pray: A Simple 
Guide for Normal People)
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John Motaung was born and 
raised in Reitz to a sangoma 
mother and an absentee father. 
He was one of eight children 

and grew up in the 1940s and 50s 
herding goats, stealing livestock 
from the farm, drinking home brew 
and fi ghting.

“We were very poor and I stole 
sheep, chickens and goats so that we 
could eat,” John remembers.

When he was 25, John heard the 
gospel for the fi rst time from some 
travelling pastors who visited the 
farms in the area. 

“I never had any peace in my 
heart over my sins,” he confesses.  “I 
wished I could be like these minis-
ters. One preacher asked me where 
I would go if I died and I knew I was 
going to hell. He then told me about 
Jesus being the way and the truth 
and invited me to a service at noon.”

John remembers that at 3pm that 
Saturday, following the service, he 
prayed a prayer asking God to for-
give his sins and committing to fol-
low God, thus becoming a Christian. 

“I knew when I left that Saturday 
service that I was a child of God. 
Later, when I was milking the cow, 
a deep joy fi lled me and that is how 
I knew I was saved.” 

The next day he started preaching!
Two verses that John was given 

following his life-change were: 
Isaiah 1:18, which says: “Come now, 
and let us reason together,” says 
the Lord, “Though your sins are 
like scarlet, They shall be as white 
as snow; Though they are red like 
crimson, They shall be as wool”; and 
1 John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”

After his salvation, John stopped 

stealing, which made it even harder 
for his family to get enough to eat.

He also became very concerned 
about the eternal destiny of his wife 
Liena, his mother and other family 
members.

“I prayed for them and spoke to 
them often about being saved. Liena 
gave her life to Christ a year after I 
did and eventually so did my mother 
and siblings.

“After getting saved, I hated things 
like praying to the ancestors and all 
the wicked things I had done previ-
ously,” John recalls. “I fell in love 
with the Bible and began proclaim-
ing it everywhere.

“I also went and paid restitution 
to the farmer’s wife for the chickens 
I had stolen over the years. This 
convinced the farmer that I was a 
changed man and he paid for me to 
go to Bible College.” 

The following year, John went 
to Bible College in Haman’s Kraal, 
and fi ve years later planted his fi rst 
church, in Bloemfontein, followed 
by one in Kroonstad. In 1986 John 
established a new congregation in 
Botshabelo, where he has been ever 
since, starting several churches. 

He has also worked with other 
ministries, and ordained 53 pastors 
over the years.  He and Liena had 
two children. He is now 77 years old 
and a widower. 

“I had a very tough upbringing 
but God was always there with me,” 
John testifi es, “and He is still good, 
even today.” ●

John Motaung was gebore en grootgemaak in Reitz. Sy ma was ‘n sangoma 
en sy pa was afwesig. Hy was een van agt kinders en het tussen 1940 
en 1950 grootgeword. Hy het bokke opgepas, vee van die plaas gesteel, 
tuisbrou gedrink en baklei.

“Ons was baie arm en ek het skape, hoenders en bokke gesteel sodat ons 
kon eet,” het John onthou.

Toe hy 25 jaar oud was, het John vir die eerste keer die evangelie gehoor 
by verskeie reisende pastore wat die plase in die omgewing besoek het.

“Ek het nooit vrede in my hart gehad oor my sondes nie,” het hy erken. 
“ Ek het gewens ek kon soos die pastore wees. Een pastoor het my gevra 
waar ek sou gaan as ek sterf, en ek het geweet ek sou hel toe gaan. Hy het 
my vertel oor Jesus wat die weg en die waarheid is. Daarna hy het my na ‘n 
diens dieselfde middag genooi.”

John onthou dat hy na die diens teen drie uur namiddag daardie Saterdag, 
‘n gebed gedoen het om vir God te vra om sy sondes te vergewe, en daar het 
hy belowe om God te volg; so het hy ‘n Christen geword.

“Ek het geweet toe ek die diens daardie Saterdag verlaat het, dat ek ‘n kind 
van die Here is.”

Die volgende dag het hy begin preek!
Twee bybel verse wat John ontvang het na sy lewens verandering was Jesaja 

1:18 wat sê: “Kom tog, laat ons die saak met mekaar uitmaak, sê die Here: 
Al was julle skarlakenrooi van sonde, julle sal wit word soos sneeu. Al was 
julle purperrooi, julle sal wit word soos wol.”; en 1 Johannes 1:9 “Maar as 
ons ons sondes bely – Hy is getrou en regverdig, Hy vergewe ons ons sondes 
en reinig ons van alle ongeregtigheid.”

Na sy verlossing het John ophou steel, maar dit het moeiliker geraak vir 
sy gesin om genoeg kos te kry om te eet. Hy was ook baie besorgd oor die 
ewige lot van sy vrou Liena, sy ma en ander familielede.

“Ek het vir hulle gebid en vir hulle dikwels vertel oor hoe om gered te word. 
Liena het haar lewe vir die Here gegee ‘n jaar na my,  en uiteindelik so ook 
my ma en broers en susters.”

“Nadat ek tot bekering gekom het, het ek die goddelose dinge wat ek 
voorheen gedoen het gehaat, soos om die voorvaders te aanbid,” het John 
onthou.”Ek het op die Bybel verlief geraak en het dit orals begin verkondig.”

“Ek het ook gegaan en restitusie aan die boer se vrou betaal vir die hoenders 
wat ek oor die jare by haar gesteel het. Dit het die boer oortuig dat ek ‘n 
veranderde man is, en hy het vir my betaal om Bybelskool toe te gaan.

Die volgende jaar hat John Bybelskool in Hammanskraal bygewoon en 
vyf jaar daarna het hy sy eerste kerk in Bloemfontein geplant en later ook 
een in Kroonstad. 

In 1986 het John ‘n nuwe gemeente in Botshabelo gestig, waar hy steeds is, 
besig om verskeie gemeentes te plant. Hy het ook saam met ander bedienings 
gewerk, en hy het oor die jare 53 pastore bevestig.

John en Liena het twee kinders. Hy is nou 77 jaar oud en hy is ‘n wewenaar.
“Ek ‘n moeilike opvoeding gehad, maar God was altyd daar saam met my,” 

het John getuig, “en Hy is steeds goed, selfs vandag.” ●

UJohn Motaung wazalelwa 
futhi wakhulela eReitz 
ezalwa isangoma nobaba 
owambalekela. Babewu 8 

ngeminyaka yabo 1940 no 50 elusa 
imbuzi, entshontsha imfuyo eplazini, 
ephuza isintu enguphumasilwe.

S a s i h l u p h e k a  n g e b a 
izimvu,inkukhu nembuzi ukuze 
sidle”, ekhumbula u John.

Eneminyaka ewu 25 wezwa ivan-
geli okokuqalakubafundisi ababev-
akashile eplazini langakubo.

“Nganginganakuthula enhlizweni 
yami  ngenxa yezono zami”evuma 
ngowakhe. ‘Ngalangazelelaukufana 
nalabafundisi. Omunye wangibuza 
ukuthi ngizoyaphi uma ngifa ngan-
gazi ukuthi ngiya eshogweni. Wase 
engitshela  ngo Jesu wangimema  
nasenkonzweni elandelayo.”

U John ukhumbula ukuthi ngo 3 
ngomgqibelo ntambama,enkonzweni 
elandelayo,wathandaza enxusa 
uNkulunkulu amthethelele izono 
ezinikela ekumlandeleni uNku-
lunkulu, waba umKristu.

“Ngazi uma ngiphuma lapho uku-
thi ngingumntwana kaNkulunkulu. 
Ntambama uma ngisenga, intokozo 
eyisimanga yagcwalisa inhliziyo 
yami,ngazi kusukela lapho ukuthi 
ngisindisiwe.” 

Ngelanga elilandelayo waqala 
ukushumayela!

Mabili amavesi awanikezwa 
kwandulela isinqumo esashintsha 
impilo yakhe: Isaya 1:18 wozani ke, 
sithethe indaba,noma izono zenu 
zibomvu kakhulu,ziyakubamhlophe 
njengeqhwa, noma zibomvu njengo-
bubende, ziyakubamhlophe njen-
goboya bezimvu, Johane 1:19 uma 
sizivuma izono zethu, Wethem-
bekile futhi ulungile ukusihlanza 
nokusithethelela kukho konke 
ukungalungi.

Emva kokusindiswa kwakhe, 
uJohn wayekela ukweba, kwaba 
nzima ukondla umndeni wakubo. 
Wakhathazeka kakhulu ngengu-
naphakade likankosikazi wakhe 
u Liena,nomawakhe namanye 
amalunga omndeni wakhe.

“ N g a b a t h a n d a z e l a  f u t h i 
ngabashumayeza. U Liena wazini-
kela ku Kristu emva konyaka 
nomamawakhe kanye nomndeni 
wakhe.

“Emva kokusindiswa, ngaku-
zonda ukukhonza amadlozi nezinto 
zobumnyama engangizenza pham-
bilini,” ngalithanda izwi leNkosi 
waqala ukushumayela.

“Ngakhokhela unkosikazi wom-
limi imali yenkukhu engazeba emin-
yakeni edlule. Umlimi wabona uku-
thi ngiphendukile wangikhokhela 
ukuthi ngiyofunda eBible College.”

Ngonyaka olandelayo uJohn 
wayofunda e Hammanskraal, emva 
kweminyaka emihlanu watshala 
ibandla lakhe lokuqala eBloemfon-
tein, nelinye e Kroonstad.

Ngo 1986 u John waqala ibandla 
e Botshabelo, solokhu alapho, 
etshala amabandla waze wabeka 
nabafundisi abangu53.

Yena no Liena banabantwana 
ababili. Useminyaka 77 nonkosikazi 
ongasekho.

“Ngakhula kanzima kodwa uNku-
lunkulu wayehlala ekhona,” efakaza, 
usemuhle, nanamhlanje.” ●

IN the previous edition (115), a 
Shona translation was incorrectly  
attributed as Zulu. Challenge 
News apologises for this error.

OwOwayeba imbuzi ayeba imbuzi 
usengumelusi othembekileusengumelusi othembekile

Van ‘n Bokdief tot Van ‘n Bokdief tot 
‘n Vertroue Herder‘n Vertroue Herder

From a goat stealer From a goat stealer 
to a trusted shepherdto a trusted shepherd

CORRECTION

EASTER isn’t just another holiday 
to take a break from work – it’s 
the most important festival in 
the Christian calendar . It’s more 
important than Christmas –  in fact, 
the whole of Christianity stands or 
falls on the truth of Easter…

What Happened? 
On the � rst Easter Sunday, almost 

2,000 years ago, Jesus came back 
to life (was resurrected) after being 
brutally killed on a cross. 

What Was the Point of It?
The resurrection was the � nal 

proof that Jesus was who He 
claimed to be – God Himself in 
human � esh, with the power to 
defeat death. 

That’s why Easter is a celebration! 
Death isn’t the end. 

For those who believe in Jesus, 
an eternity of life full of joy and free 
from evil, su� ering and pain awaits. 

Why is Good Friday Called 
‘Good’?

That’s a good question! It’s the 
day Jesus was tortured, cruci� ed 
and died, so it was a horri� c day for 
Him, but it was good for us.

Why? Because Jesus died to 
get us o�  the hook for all our bad 

thoughts, words and actions – our 
‘sins’.

There is a punishment in the next 
life for all we’ve done wrong in this 
one, but God doesn’t want us to 
su� er that. So what did He do?

He came to this world as Jesus 
to take one big punishment for all 
our sins. 

Jesus was innocent, but was 
our substitute. He died so that we 
escape our punishment AND get 
eternal life after we die. We can 
ensure that is true for us by…

1. Believing – simply believing 
that Jesus is God, that He died for 
us and that He is alive today. 

2. Accepting that we have 
‘sinned’ and asking God to forgive 
us for all our bad stu� . 

3. Inviting God into our lives to 
help us live how He wants us to live 
in the future. 

See For Yourself
You can read about Jesus’ death 

on the cross (cruci� xion), His burial 
and resurrection (rising from the 
dead) for yourself in the Bible. 

See Matthew 27:27 to 28:8; Mark 
15:16 to 16:19; Luke 23:26 to 24:35; 
and John 20:30 to 21:25.  ●

What’s Easter all about?
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WORDS FOR THE HEART
STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN{ }Welcome to this Bible Study. Read slowly what I have 

written.  If you have a Bible, look up the reference 
verses given, and allow the Holy Spirit to minister 
to your soul through them.   – ALAN BAILEY

HOW DO I BECOME A CHRISTIAN?
What? Salvation is an eternal relationship with God – now on Earth and, after we 
die, in Heaven. 

The Lord Jesus says: “I tell you the truth. Everyone who believes in Me has eternal 
life.”   John 6:47
“In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.”   
John 16:33

Who? Anyone can gain the eternal life o� ered through Jesus Christ, regardless 
of how you have previously lived or what you have previously believed.

God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish but have eternal life.   John 3:16

Why? Because sin separates us from a holy God. Sin is all the wrong things we 
do, say and think, as well as our desire to be our own boss.

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  Roman 3:23

How? The Bible says you become a Christian by confessing with your mouth that 
Jesus is Lord and believing in your heart that God raised Him from the dead.

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you 
believe and are justi� ed, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and 
are saved.   Romans 10:8b-10

Ready to change your life forever? Here is a prayer you can pray, but you can 
also use your own words.  The words are not as important as the heart attitude – 
which only God can see.

Almighty God, Creator of Heaven and Earth,
I acknowledge that I am a sinner. Please forgive me for all the ways I have 

disobeyed and de� ed You. 
Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus Christ, to earth to live the perfect 

life I couldn’t, and die on the cross for my sins.  Thank You that His blood was 
su�  cient to pay my debt to You, and His resurrection proves that there is life 
beyond death.  I accept that His sacri� ce is all I need to get right with You – 
I bring nothing I have done but I give you everything I am.  Help me to live for 
You.  Please be my Saviour and my Master.  Amen.

What now? 
1.  Tell someone - either a fellow prisoner who is a Christian, or your Prison 

Chaplain.
2.  Ask a friend or family member to bring you a Bible. Ask the Prison Chaplain to 

sign you up to a correspondence discipleship program.
3.  Keep praying.  Talk to God anywhere, about anything.  He is always listening,

and you don’t need a formula. 
4.  Find out if your prison has church services and attend them regularly. 

* Please tick and write clearly *

Name __________________________________Age _______________

Address ___________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________
Send to: World Hope Ministries, PO Box 96176, Brixton, 2019

All overseas enquiries are referred onto someone in their own country

I have prayed 
this prayer.

  Bible portion
  Some ‘starting off ’ literature
  Information on a helpful church

Please
send me:

AS A NEXT STEP :

BY GREG LAURIE

THERE are more than 2,700 passages 
in the Bible containing words such 
as joy, happiness, pleasure, laughter, 
gladness, feasting and celebration. 
This comes as a revelation to some 
people, but here’s something to 
consider: we follow a happy God, and 
He wants us to be happy as well.

The apostle Paul wrote to Timothy 
about “the glorious Good News 
entrusted to [him] by our blessed 
God” (1 Timothy 1:11 NLT). The word 
blessed can be translated “happy.” In 
other words, this is “Good News from 
our happy God.” 

In his letter to the Christians in 
Philippi, Paul mentioned joy or 
gladness 19 times in four chapters. 
When he thought of the Philippian 
believers, for example, it brought a 
smile to his face. He wrote, “Every time 
I think of you, I give thanks to my God. 
Whenever I pray, I make my requests for 
all of you with joy” (1:3–4 NLT).

Paul wrote the book of Philippians 
because he was under house arrest, 
chained to a Roman guard. He had 
lost his freedom to go out and preach 
as he normally did. Yet this great 
epistle over� ows with joy.

John 14:1-15  
INTRODUCTION
John’s Gospel is comprised of much 
teaching of the Lord Jesus. Chapters 
14, 15 and 16 are teachings given 
in the Upper Room, a place used 
by Jesus and the disciples with the 
owner’s permission. The chapters 
have been called “The Upper Room 
Discourse”.

 The messages He gives are for His 
disciples, given to prepare them for 
His forthcoming absence. We need 
to see the intimacy with which He 
speaks, showing that it is God’s will 
for believers to be close to Him in 
a loving relationship. We could ask 
“How do these words apply to me?” 
They apply to all who know Jesus 
as their Savior. They are just as true 

today as when He spoke. In chapter 
17 we will see more about this point.

Chapter 14 Verse 1 “Do not let 
your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; 
trust also in me.”

In previous verses, mention has 
been made of Jesus’ departure, and 
the treacherous betrayal that was 
looming, and the coming denial of 
Peter. This was enough to produce 
sadness and disappointment. 

Instead, Jesus speaks comforting 
words. He tells them to trust the 
Father and to trust in Himself.  This is 
something all believers must do, not 
only when times are bad, but always.

Verses 2-4 There are many rooms in 
my Father’s house; otherwise, I would 
have told you. I am going there to 
prepare a place for you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come 
back and take you to be with me that 
you also may be where I am. You know 
the way to the place where I am going.

This is a precious word which 
comes to all true believers. It is a 
promise. Jesus was not able to tell us 
about the time it will happen but we 
know that it surely will. 

Jesus is going to come in the 
clouds and raise all who belong to 

Him so that they will always be with 
Him in heaven.  A description of this 
coming is given in the � rst book of 
Thessalonians 4: 13-18. Just as the 
promise was meant to encourage 
the � rst disciples, it is meant to 
encourage us today. 

Yes, much time has gone by but 
this means we are drawing closer 
every day to this great event.

Verse 5  Thomas said to Him, “Lord, 
we don’t know where you are going, so 
how can we know the way?”

Thomas failed to see that Jesus 
was talking about His departure 
through death and His return to the 
Father in heaven. Jesus’ meaning 
was clear — you know the way to 
heaven.  But Thomas didn’t know the 
way or the destination.

Verse 6 Jesus answered, “I am 
the way—and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except 
through me.”

The way to the Father and the 
heavenly home is the Lord Jesus. 
This is plain language and its 
meaning is highly signi� cant. The 
Saviorhood of Jesus is the only 
Saviorhood that there is or ever can 
be. The Son of God is unique and His 
death on the cross is unique. There 
is no other Savior and no other 
way. This puts a line through all the 
claims of the world’s religions and 
sets aside claims by false Christ’s and 
false doctrines. Any idea of “all roads 
leading to the same destination” is 
thrown out by this verse. Note, Way, 
Truth and Life. This encompasses 
all questions and points to Christ as 
Lord of all.

Verses 7, 8 “If you really knew me, 
you would know my Father as well. 
From now on, you do know Him and 
have seen Him.” Philip said “Lord, show 
us the Father and that will be enough 
for us.” Jesus is introducing the sub-

ject of His Father for the purpose of 
teaching important truth.

But Philip wants to have a 
personal view of the Father. All 
along, Jesus has taught them about 
acceptance by faith of so much that 
is not visible to our eyes. Now Philip 
asks for what cannot be. It is so 
much like the unbeliever asks when 
he says “Show me God and then I 
will believe.”

Verses 9, 10  Jesus answered, 
“Don’t you know me Philip, even after 
I have been among you for such a 
long time? Anyone who has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe 
that I am in the Father and that the 
Father is in me? The words I say to you 
are not just my own. Rather, it is the 
Father, living in me, who is doing His 
work.”

This is a lesson which concerns the 
question of the Trinity. That is, that 
God is three persons in one being. 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Not 
three Gods. Not three parts. There 
is complete unity and yet distinct 
personality. Jesus shows that there 
is no division. All the nature of the 
Father is found in the Son and the 
Spirit. So acquaintance with Jesus is 
acquaintance with the Father. Jesus 
says that what He does and says 
comes from the Father.

Verses 11, 12 “Believe me when I 
say when I say that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me; or at least 
believe on the evidence of the miracles 
themselves. I tell you the truth anyone 
who has faith in me will do what I 
have been doing. He will do even 
greater things than these, because I 
am going to the Father.”

The miracles of Jesus show that He 
is no ordinary man doing ordinary 
things. The blind seeing, the dead 
being raised, and so many other 

things are evidence of the power of 
God at work. Now Jesus is teaching 
that followers of Him will do similar 
things. Not only similar but even 
greater. After the resurrection of 
Jesus, when the disciples were 
� lled with the Holy Spirit, similar 
miracles took place as we read 
in the book of Acts. The “greater 
things” could be the transformation 
of thousands of lives through their 
preaching, even in a matter of days. 
Many opponents were turned to 
Christ, even Jewish priests. The 
establishing of the church was based 
on the supernatural working of God 
through men.

Verses 13-15 “And I will do what-
ever you ask in my name, so that the 
Son may bring glory to the Father. You 
may ask me for anything in my name, 
and I will do it. If you love me, you will 
do what I command.”

Again, Jesus is preparing His men 
for the future ministry which they 
will have when He departs. The 
promise of answered prayer sounds 
like a blank cheque which we can 
� ll in with anything. This can never 
be, of course. The Lord is speaking 
about followers who are moved by 
the Spirit to do the will of the Father. 
There is no suggestion that sel� sh 
desires are met. The prayers are in 
the name of Jesus, coming out of a 
heart of love and obedience. 
CONCLUSION
So far in this long address we have 
seen the close relationship of Jesus 
with His Father, the desire of Jesus 
for His followers to draw near and 
experience closeness also. He has 
made it clear that no-one will reach 
the Father by any other way but 
Himself. Now He is going to lead His 
men in understanding the ministry 
of the Holy Spirit. He will also be 
close to them, even within them. ●

Unshakeable joy despite trialsUnshakeable joy despite trials

He laid out the bottom line of 
the entire letter when he wrote, 
“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again 
I will say, rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4 
NKJV). Paul didn’t say to rejoice in 
our circumstances. Rather, he said to 
rejoice in the Lord.

Paul didn’t know what his future 
held. He had appealed to Caesar, 

and his case could come up shortly, 
or he could be there a lot longer. He 
might be acquitted, or he might be 
beheaded. He was stuck in what we 
would call miserable circumstances. 

Even so, Paul had joy. That’s 
because he knew that God was 
in control of his life. And God is in 
control of your life as well. ●

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy 

Spirit you may abound in hope.” Romans 15:13
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and just downright annoying”. 
“Those were people that liked me, 

so you can imagine what people that 
didn’t like me had to say about me!” 
he jokes.

NASCAR fans booed him when he 
was introduced at races and wore 
‘Anybody but Waltrip’ t-shirts to 
the track.

He said NAS-
C A R  H a l l  o f 
Famer Richard 
Petty told him, “I 
don’t know how 
you keep a spon-
sor, you’re so 
unpopular with 
the fans.” 

It wasn’t just the fans. Darrell 
said he was always arguing with 
NASCAR. 

“I didn’t like the rules, mainly 
because they never worked in my 
favor, so I was always trying to 
change the rules,” he recalls. 

Darrell admits that his personal 
life wasn’t much better.

“I was so arrogant,” he says. “My 
personal life was a mess. I drank 
too much, I liked to go to the bars 
and hang out with the boys... I did 
everything to satisfy me. Whatever 
felt good to me, I did it. I didn’t give 
it a second thought.”

Darrell said his wife Stevie was 
a Christian and she would always 
pray for him to get involved in a 
Bible study or a church.

Darrell said to her, “Look Honey, 
I race on Sundays. I don’t have time 
to go to church. I’m busy all through 
the week getting ready for the next 
race — I just don’t have time for this 
church stuff .”

“Well I’ll just keep on praying,” 
she replied.

Then Darrell got a chance to 
drive for his childhood hero, Junior 
Johnson.

“I thought maybe someday I’d get 
to meet him, I never thought that 

someday I’d get to drive for him,” 
he says. “It was the best years of 
my career.”

He said in the fi rst two years they 
won 24 races, 18 pole positions and 
two championships. But then he 
got involved in a horrible wreck at 
the 1983 Daytona 500 when his car 

spun at nearly 200mph 
(320km/h) as he tried 
to avoid hitting a car in 
front of him. 

Darrell’s brakes locked 
and the car slid and hit 
an embankment so hard 
that it was thrown back 
onto the track in front of 
the other cars. It then hit 

a retaining wall, where he was again 
pushed onto the track. Darrell was 
badly concussed and hospitalised. 

He said he didn’t even remem-
ber attending races during the few 
weeks following the crash.

“When I fi nally came to or woke 
up I realized that the wreck had 
knocked me conscious,” Darrell 
says. “It scared the hell out of me 
and I mean that literally. I realized 
I could have been killed that day. 
What if I’d have lost my life right 
there that day at Daytona? Would I 
have gone to heaven or would I have 
gone to hell?”

After that he started going to 
church with his wife.

“I got down off  my high horse, 
I got down on my knees and (the 
pastor) and Stevie and I prayed 
that the Lord would come into my 
life and forgive me of my sins and 
be my Lord and Savior,” Darrell 
remembers. “That was the great-
est day of my life. That changed 
everything. I’II never forget going 
home that night and I told Stevie, 
‘I feel like the weight of the world’s 
been lifted off  my shoulders. I feel 
like I’ve been born again, I feel like 
a new man.’

 “When the Lord comes into your 

life you’re going to be diff erent,” he 
explains. “He changed me and it 
was for the better.”

Fellow drivers and fans noticed 
the change. NASCAR fans even 
voted him ‘Most Popular Driver’ 
two years in a row in 1989 and 1990.

Darrell said he still had problems 

Three-time NASCAR Cup 
Series champion Darrell 
Waltrip was known for his 
arrogant, brash personal-

ity as much as his success behind 
the wheel. But when he survived a 
wreck at the 1983 Daytona 500, he 
described it as a wake-up call that 
knocked him conscious.

Darrell shared his story when he 
was the keynote speaker at the USA 
2015 National Prayer Breakfast.

He said racing was his passion 
but he had gone about it in all the 
wrong ways in the early years. 

“I was just as aggressive off  the 
racetrack as I was on,” he says. “I 
didn’t have a lot of friends - I didn’t 
think I needed friends. I looked over 
in the car and I was the only one in 
there so I didn’t need any friends to 
be with me.”

He said people described him 
as, “brash, ruthless, pushy, cocky, 
conceited, aloof, boastful, arrogant 

Darrell Waltrip waves the green � ag Darrell Waltrip waves the green � ag 
at the start of the Monster Energy at the start of the Monster Energy 
NASCAR Cup Series Food City 500 NASCAR Cup Series Food City 500 

at Bristol Motor Speedway on April at Bristol Motor Speedway on April 
7, 2019 in Bristol, Tennessee. (Photo 7, 2019 in Bristol, Tennessee. (Photo 

by Chris Graythen/Getty Images)by Chris Graythen/Getty Images)

INSET: Darrell circa 1972.INSET: Darrell circa 1972.

Darrell Waltrip poses 
with his wife Stevie 
during the NASCAR 

Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony in North 

Carolina in 2019. (Photo 
by Brian Lawdermilk/

Getty Images)

From hated to humbleFrom hated to humble

IT [LITERALLY] 
SCARED THE 
HELL OUT 
OF ME

Darrell Waltrip in 1999. Darrell Waltrip in 1999. 
(Photo by Sporting News via (Photo by Sporting News via 

Getty Images)Getty Images)

and still got into wrecks but now he 
wasn’t facing them alone.

“You don’t have to walk alone,” 
he says. “You don’t have to carry all 
those burdens like it’s you against 
the world. You have to do like I did, 
you’ve got to get off  your high horse 
and get on your knees and ask for 
forgiveness. He’s waiting for you.”

Over his career, Darrell won 84 
NASCAR cup races. He and Bobby 

Allison are tied for fourth place 
in NASCAR history.

Darrell was inducted into 
the Motorsports Hall of 
America in 2003 and the 

NASCAR Hall of Fame Class 
of 2012.

He retired from NAS-
CAR in 2000 and 
worked as a race com-
mentator from then 
until 2019.  ●


