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care of her’ if he was unable to.
So Leigh Ann stayed. 
“His anger evolved into terroris-

ing me with daily threats on my life 
that included a knife to my throat 
while he sat on my chest or held me 
against the wall,” she remembered.

She said when he threatened to 
kill their son, she looked into his 
eyes and saw that he meant it.

“That’s when I knew I had to do 
something – but what?” she asked. 
“Not knowing where to turn or 
who to trust, I got a gun. Although 
I never intended to use the ammu-
nition that came with it, I believed 
holding the weapon in my hand 
would allow me to be in charge for 
once.”

Vincent’s anger fi nally reached its 
limit one night.

“His anger turned truly homi-
cidal,” Leigh Ann says. “Slash after 
slash, his knife cut me, fi lling me 
with horror I’d never known.”

Leigh Ann ran to get the gun she 
had hidden in her son’s nursery.

“The cold steel reassured me and 
gave me the confi-
dence to face my hus-
band,” she remem-
bers. “But instead 
of yielding control 
when he saw the gun, 
my husband taunted 
me, ‘You don’t have 
the guts. It isn’t even 
real’… And then it 

happened. He came at me to get the 
gun. As we fought over it, the gun 
went off . Then it went off  again.”

BY JOHN HUTCHINSON AND JODY BENNETT

GEOFFREY Robinson, QC, is campaigning to rid 
the United Kingdom of bad people. (Weekend 
Magazine 22/5/2021)

When asked about which ones he is targeting 
he said, ‘by “bad people” I mean individuals who 
have been involved in human rights abuses or 
serious corruption. We should keep them out of 
our country, and out of our banks, our universities, 
our hospitals and out of our beaches.’

Robinson was asked, ‘How do we decide who is 
bad, and is that changing?’ 

That’s the big question – ‘How do we decide 
who is bad?’

We all have ideas about bad people. And, there 
are degrees of badness. How bad does a person 
need to be? And, who decides what that level of 
badness is?

James Truslow Adams once said, ‘There is so 
much good in the worst of us, and so much bad in 

the best of us, that it ill behooves any of us to � nd 
fault with the rest of us.’

Consider the question from God’s point of view 
and prepare for a surprise. The Bible says, ‘There is 
no di� erence, for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God,...’ Romans 3:22-24

Compared to a holy, spotless, perfect God, we 
are ALL bad; we are all sinners and we all deserve 
eternal punishment for rebelling against Him and 
His good laws. Who of us has not lied or lusted or 
stolen; cheated or abused a substance or been 
sexually immoral? Even if you don’t think you 
deserve jail, you must know that if everything was 
known about your life, you deserve hell. 

That is the other question arising from 
Robinson’s quest: ‘What do we do with bad 
people?’

I remember day at school when, at 10:55 am, 
the teacher stopped our lesson and let us watch 
the clock. At 11:00 am a murderer would be hung.

For primary school children, watching the clock 

hands reach 11:00 am jolted us as we pictured the 
man falling to the end of the rope. Nowadays we 
simply lock them up.

There is however, a better way. It’s to make bad 
people good. And the only way that can happen is 
by a miracle – that miracle is called salvation.

The Bible says that God doesn’t want ANYONE 
to go to hell but all to come to repentance. So 
what did He do? He took our punishment for 
us. He hung on the cross in our place so that we 
could go free if we simply ask Him for forgiveness 
and turn away from our sins.

There’s a verse in the Bible which says: 
‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 
All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself 
through Christ...’ 2 Corinthians 5:17-18

Read these stories of people who have been 
changed from bad people to good people, and 
know that Jesus is inviting you too to experience a 
miracle if you’ll give your life to Him.  ●
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When the charismatic, 
charming man she mar-
ried became pathologi-
cally obsessive and vio-

lent, Leigh Ann Bryant feared for 
her life and that of her baby. She 
got a gun to protect herself, never 
believing she would end up using it. 

When her husband’s anger 
turned homicidal, Leigh Ann shot 
and killed him in self-defence and 
found herself in prison. But it was 
there that she had an experience 
that made her feel free for the fi rst 
time in her life.

Sharing her story on her website, 
Leigh Ann said that as she grew up, 
she never felt good enough. 

“A void left me feeling empty 
inside,” she remembers. “I wanted 
nothing more than to feel worthy 
and loved. In an eff ort to fi ll the 
vacancy, I immersed myself in the 
sex, drugs, and rock-n-roll mental-
ity, doing anything and everything 
to fi nd acceptance and meaning.”

But nothing helped, and the black 
hole within her expanded and grew 
darker. 

“Things I thought would ful-
fi l me only left me feeling even 
more shameful and repulsive,” she 
admits.

While on a psychiatric clinical 
placement as a nursing student, 
Leigh Ann began working with a 
patient named Vincent, who swept 
her off  her feet. 

“His love and attention filled 
the vacancy in my heart and made 
me feel priceless,” she recalls. “I’d 
fi nally found happiness.”

They married and, 
16 months later, Leigh 
Ann gave birth to their 
son. It was about a 
y e a r  l a t e r  t h a t 
Vincent became 
obsessive and 
controlling. 

“I had no 
freedom,” 
she says. 
“He con-
trolled my 

They married and, 
16 months later, Leigh 
Ann gave birth to their 
son. It was about a 
y e a r  l a t e r  t h a t 
Vincent became 
obsessive and 

I KILLED MY HUSBAND

WHO DECIDES WHAT’S ‘BAD’?WHO DECIDES WHAT’S ‘BAD’?

I WANTED 
... TO FEEL 
WORTHY 
AND LOVED.

Leigh Ann 
Bryant (inset 

and above) 
talking to 

female
 prisoners 
about her 

experience. 

every move and isolated me from 
all my friends and family. His 
jealousy mutated and twisted into 

monstrous anger.”
Alone, afraid, and abused, the 

hole in Leigh Ann’s heart returned. 

“I was a prisoner resigned to do 
whatever needed to be done to keep 
my once-loving hus-
band from turning on 
me,” she recalls.

Vincent threatened 
to hunt her down if 
she ever left him. He 
said if he couldn’t 
find her, he’d work 
out a way to make 
her come back. “You’d 
come back for your sister’s funeral, 
wouldn’t you?” he threatened. He 
warned her that if she had him 
arrested, his friends would ‘take 
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CROSSWORD & SUDOKU

ACROSS
3 Go without (meals) 
7 Trunk, torso 
9 Battery terminal 
11  Catastrophic 

destruction 
12 Unload, as stock 
13 Exterior 
14 Small islands 
19 Free (from) 
22 Prophet in a � sh 
26 Wind instrument 
27 Miner’s lamp (6,4)
28 Long (for) 
29 Lamenting word 
30 Like a busybody 

DOWN
1 Aspirations 
2 Bike around 
4  Fight stopping event 
5  Contribution to 

discussion 
6 Stake for a sign 
7 Plain, no frills 

8 Barbie & Ken 
10 Not shallow 
15 Hit the slopes 
16 Like a hose 
17  Precursors of Humvees 

18  Flower on 
valentines 

20  Back tooth 
21  Bedouin, 

historically 

23 Indian bread 
24 Bushy hairdo 
25 Coop group 

7 5 3
1 2 4

5 2 6
7 8 5 4
3 7

8 2 5 3
9 7 4

5 3 6
7 2 8

Vincent ran out the front door, 
and Leigh Ann locked it behind him 
and went to calm her screaming 
baby. As she rocked him, she heard 
her husband’s voice through the 
window, pleading for her help. At 
fi rst, she thought he 
was trying to trick 
her into letting him 
back into the house, 
but as his pleas grew 
weaker, she won-
dered if he was hurt. 
Looking through the 
peephole, she saw 
him lying in their 
front garden. She 
called out to him, but 
he didn’t move. She 
ran to his side and 
noticed his laboured 
breathing as he whis-
pered her name.

“When I realised 
he’d been shot, I called 911 and per-
formed CPR,” she says. “My eff orts 
to save his life proved once again, I 
was a failure.”

When the police arrived, Leigh 
Ann panicked and told them an 
intruder had shot her husband and 
stabbed her.

But Leigh Ann found herself 
indicted for murder and jailed while 
awaiting her trial.

In prison, a cellmate invited her 
to church, where she received a 
Gospel tract.

“That night, as I lay in my bunk 
and read the tract, thoughts of 

going to hell for my sins brought 
even more anguish to my already 
devastated soul,” Leigh Ann says. “It 
told me a simple prayer could save 
me from the eternal fi res. I stared 
at the prayer, which included words 
like sin, repent, and Jesus.”

She prayed the prayer and waited 
for something to 
change, but she felt 
no diff erence.

Leigh Ann’s cell-
mate, Alisha, encour-
aged her to read the 
Bible.

“ T h e  B i b l e  i s 
God’s Word,” Alisha 
explained. “It’s His 
way of communi-
cating with us. Just 
try it.”

Leigh Ann, who 
had never held a 
Bible before, let 
alone read it, decided 
to give it a go. She 

said she was desperate to hear from 
God. She struggled to understand 
the words but continued to read it 
every day. She also read Bible stud-
ies and Christian books. 

While reading one of the Christian 
books one night, Leigh Ann laughed 
when she read that the author wrote 
that she should thank God in all situ-
ations, no matter how burdensome. 

“He said if I could thank God in 
the midst of my troubles, He would 
bring me peace,” Leigh Ann says.

Leigh Ann was incredulous as she 
thought of the things she had lost: 
her son, husband, freedom, family, 

 From page 1 job, house, nursing license, money, 
sanity, and most likely, her future.

“No one could expect me to thank 
God for everything I was going 
through,” Leigh Ann says. “It was too 
much. How could anyone be thank-
ful for losing everything?”

Then Leigh Ann received an 
answer – God spoke to her heart. 

“Yes,” the Voice said. “Thank Me. 
Not for the things you have lost, 
which are nothing compared to what 
I have in store for you, but for what 
you can gain. Accept your situation 
and thank Me, and I will restore you 
and give you peace.”

“At last, I understood,” she says. 
“The prayer wasn’t meant to be fi re 
insurance set to words, but a change 
of heart and understanding. A relin-
quishing of myself to the Lord.”

Leigh Ann sobbed as she thanked 
God and a warm sensation fl ooded 
her as she experienced peace, hope 
and love.

“The void inside was fi nally fi lled 
– more than I could’ve ever imag-
ined. With each breath, I inhaled 
His joy and exhaled my despair. 
Then, another realisation hit me 
– although locked up behind bars, 
for the fi rst time in my life, I was no 
longer a prisoner. God had changed 
my heart as I knelt on the concrete 
fl oor of the jail, and I knew, even if 
my trial resulted in life in prison, His 
truth had set me free.”

At her trial, Leigh Ann was found 
guilty of aggravated assault and 
given a suspended sentence. She had 
to serve 180 days in jail as a proba-

tion condition as well as complete 
400 hours of community service.

She is now married to her best 
friend, Lonnie, and they have a son, 
Joseph. She also has a step-son, Bai-
ley. Her baby in the story, Vincent, 
is now a man, who continues to love 

and support his mother.
Leigh Ann has written a book 

telling her story: In My Defense: An 
Unlikely Romance, a Deadly Gun-
shot and a Young Widow’s Road to 
Redemption. ●

I KILLED MY I KILLED MY HUSBANDHUSBAND

Bruce Fitzgerald’s rough start in life began before 
he was even born. When his mother was eight 
months pregnant with him, his father died. The 
tragedy took a toll on his mother, Bruce explained 

in a video on the Lumin YouTube channel. At a young 
age, Bruce started using drugs and getting into trouble 
with the law.

“I think it was about my fi fth or sixth grade year that I 
started dabbling in drugs and started being introduced 
to selling drugs,” Bruce confesses.

“Eventually that led me to spend a few years inside a 
juvenile facility. Going there was for me like a badge of 
honour. It was like, yeah now I’ve got another stripe on 
my shoulder.”

When he was released, he quickly fell back into old 
habits. It wasn’t long before he was jailed again, this 
time in the county jail. This was then followed by his 
imprisonment in the State Penitentiary.

“From the outside looking in, I seemed like I was on 
top of the world, I was having the time of my life,” he 
explains. “But really on the inside, I felt totally alone. I 
couldn’t trust anybody, so the trust factor was completely 
out the door.”

Bruce described a sense of darkness surrounding him 
at that time.

“For me the peace came with the weed,” he admits. 
“The joy came with the club. The love came with all of the 
girls that I was running around with but it was all fake.” 

He recalls a time he was lying on his 
bed, staring up at the ceiling and feeling 
as though his body was poisoned. He 
thought there must be something more 
to life.

In 2006 he was indicted by the federal 
government and was sent to prison 
again.

“I wound up getting into a 
cell with a guy named Brother 
Harris, he was the prison 
pastor I guess you could 
say,” Bruce explains. 
“Every day he would 
tell me that I’m gonna 

get saved. He told me Jesus loves me. The way he talked 
was totally diff erent from anybody else that I talked to.”

Brother Harris lent Bruce a Christian magazine to 
read.

“From the time I opened it, I could not stop reading 
it,” Bruce recalls. “For the fi rst time ever in my life [I 
read] the Gospel (the Good News about Jesus), like I’d 
never heard it before. I was reading through it and I 
was like, what in the world? Where has all this been my 
whole entire life?”

He describes it as an ‘aha moment’. He realised if he 
lined his life up with the will of God that He would open 
doors that no man could close.

“The fi rst prayer that I prayed, I said, ‘God, you better 
be real. You better be real because I am going to give you 
everything. You are all I’ve got.’ And that day, inside that 
cell was when I said, ‘Okay, this is the God that I know, 
this is the God who I want to serve.’ When I made the 
decision to align my life with God, it was a big gamble for 
me. I was putting it all on the line and I tell you I won. 
I put all my chips on the table and where I am today, is 
where I would never believe I would be.”

Bruce wrote to his sister and told her about his new-
found faith in Jesus Christ. 

“I said, ‘I feel happier right here in prison than I ever 
did when I was in the street,’” Bruce says. “It was crazy 
how much joy and peace that I had when I accepted Jesus 
in the midst of being in jail.”

He refl ects on how far he has come since his simple 
prayer in prison.

”I no longer have fake peace,” he attests. “I no longer 
have fake love. Jesus gives me everything that the clubs 
couldn’t. Jesus gives me the peace that the weed couldn’t, 
he gives me the love that sleeping around couldn’t do.” 

He encourages others to give their lives to 
Jesus.

“Your past does not determine your 
future,” he explains. “It doesn’t matter 

where you’re from, it doesn’t matter 
how far you have gone away from 

God. Today is the day of salvation. 
Today is the day that you want to 
give God your life.” ●

He recalls a time he was lying on his 
bed, staring up at the ceiling and feeling 
as though his body was poisoned. He 
thought there must be something more 

In 2006 he was indicted by the federal 
government and was sent to prison 

“I wound up getting into a 
cell with a guy named Brother 
Harris, he was the prison 
pastor I guess you could 
say,” Bruce explains. 

He refl ects on how far he has come since his simple 
prayer in prison.

”I no longer have fake peace,” he attests. “I no longer 
have fake love. Jesus gives me everything that the clubs 
couldn’t. Jesus gives me the peace that the weed couldn’t, 
he gives me the love that sleeping around couldn’t do.” 

He encourages others to give their lives to 
Jesus.

“Your past does not determine your 
future,” he explains. “It doesn’t matter 

where you’re from, it doesn’t matter 
how far you have gone away from 

God. Today is the day of salvation. 

God, you better be real!God, you better be real!

Bruce FitzgeraldBruce Fitzgerald



Challenge  2021 3

Life 
hacker
BY JODY BENNETT

“ONE of the greatest tricks the devil ever 
pulled was making people believe he didn’t 
exist,” says Kevin Spacey’s character, Kaiser 
Soszay,  in the movie The Usual Suspects.

Of course, today it seems ridiculous to 
believe in a bad guy in red tights with horns 
and a trident. But that was just an image 
Middle Age artists developed to try to convey 
evil in a way that spoke to their audience; 
what if we use an image for evil that speaks 
to us today?  What if I said Satan is a hacker? 

Imagine him as a spiritual hacker – looking 
for weaknesses in your life to exploit and 
using your personal information against you.

Every day thousands of computers are 
hacked and huge amounts of data are 
compromised, but people never think it will 
happen to them and some are not diligent 
about the precautions they take to avoid 
falling victim. 

In the same way, Satan invades and ruins 
millions of lives every day, and many of 
those people are unaware, 
unconcerned or foolishly 
ill-prepared.

The Bible says in 1 
Peter 5:8: Be sober, be 
vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil 
walks about like a 
roaring lion, seeking 
whom he may 
devour.

Like a hacker, 
Satan disguises himself as something 
appealing - an online date or a Nigerian 
banker who wants to give you millions. The 
Bible says in 2 Corinthians 11:14 For Satan 
himself transforms himself into an angel of 
light.

Like a hacker who can look through 
your search history and work out what 
scheme is most likely to catch you, Satan’s 
minions (demons) have been watching you 
your whole life, and he has been studying 
humanity for centuries – he knows what 
temptations will lure you most e� ectively. 
He kicks you when you’re down, when you’re 
tired or sick or vulnerable. Just like a hacker 
looking for weak spots in your � rewall.

We leave our lives open to Satan’s hacks 
when we sin. Sinning is like going onto 
dodgy websites – we know we shouldn’t but 
it seems interesting or harmless at the time, 
until we � nd ourselves compromised, and 
that there are consequences we could not 
have imagined.

If your computer is hacked, at � rst you 
may be unaware and the e� ect on your 
performance may be minimal. Maybe you 
just see a cute icon or avatar. When � rst you 
play with sin, allowing Satan to hack into 
your life, you may not notice any harmful side 
e� ects – it may seem quite fun and innocent. 

But soon your performance will be 
inhibited, you will experience glitches, and 
the information you receive will be polluted 
by the rubbish in your system – whether your 
life or your computer. Like many people in 
this paper, your life may completely crash 
because of the destructive power of sin. 

But regardless how many viruses your life 
has, how hacked it’s been or whether you are 
experiencing ‘the blue screen of death’, Jesus 
can � x it. He can sort out the hacked mess 
we make of our lives and His rules for living 
defend us from future attacks, teaching us to 
close the � rewall against sin.

Isaiah 1:18 says, “Come now, and let us 
reason together,” says the Lord, “Though your 
sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; Though they are red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool.” 

Why not let Jesus reboot your life today? ●

“I saw fi re, like I was burning,” he remem-
bers. “Like everything around me was on fi re. 
And I got on my knees and I cried and cried 
and cried. ‘I can't be like my father, because my 
father was a Christian and a pastor. That's not 
me. I will never be like my father.’ And the Lord 
was calling me and saying, ‘I got you. You're 
looking for a Father and I’ve got you. I’m your 
Father.’ For the fi rst time in my life since I 
was fi ve years old someone appreciated me. 
Someone loved me. It was like a ton of bricks 
gone. It was gone. That was the day that the 
process started.”

After he was released from prison, Abner 
couldn’t fi nd work. He had tried to live a godly 
life but he felt discouraged and resorted to his 
old ways. It wasn’t long before he got arrested 

for robbery and went back to jail for three 
years. He resolved to leave his life of crime 
behind and rededicated his life to God.

“I got on my knees and prayed, ‘I give you 
what I have left, once again,’” Abner says. 

God freed him from his anger and helped 
him to forgive his dad.

“I see Jesus now as my father fi gure,” he 
explains. “I had a Father the whole time that 
was looking out for me, that was protecting 
me. And it wasn’t that He left me, it was just 
that I was blindfolded to the truth, and now 
the blindfold is off .”

Abner is married with a son. He speaks at 
churches and prisons about God’s power to 
transform lives and has written a book called 
The Pastor’s Son: A Memoir. ●

Abner Garcia Falero battled feelings of 
rejection from when he was just fi ve 
years old, after his father abandoned 
him and his mother and brothers for 

another woman. 
He turned to violence as a way to relieve his 

anger and stress and joined a gang when he 
was 16. For the next 10 years he found himself 
in and out of prison more than 30 times, before 
being incarcerated in a maximum security 
prison for seven years. 

With one year left in his sentence, Abner 
was sent to solitary confi nement, where he was 
to carry out the rest of his term. It was there 
Abner discovered he wasn’t alone. 

In an interview with The 700 Club, Abner 
said his father, who was a pastor of a church, 
had been the person he looked up to.

“He was my everything,” he recalled. “I tried 
to block the reality of ‘my father's not coming 
back.’ I didn't know how to go about it.  I didn't 
understand it. I was too young.”

He channelled his anger into violence, fi nd-
ing that it got him what he wanted.

“It got me protection,” he explains. “[And] a 
way of me releasing my stress. The higher the 
level [of violence], the easier it was for me to 
sleep at night.”

He joined a gang at 16, after being expelled 
from every school he attended. In his gang 
he found family, protection and support. He 
said the gang members held a common belief 
– violence.

He was in and out of prison more than 30 
times over the next 10 years for armed robbery, 
assault and other violent crimes. He wanted 
out of the gang life but couldn’t see a way out.

“I knew every day either it was me being 
killed, or it was me killing someone, or going to 
prison,” he says. “Those were the three things I 
expected every day when I woke up.”

Then Abner was arrested for possessing 
a weapon while being a convicted felon and 
was sentenced to seven years in a maximum 
security prison. But he didn’t feel guilty or 
remorseful.

“It was like I was numb – numb to who I 
was,” he says.

Then a year before his release, Abner hit rock 
bottom. He was involved in a prison brawl and 
was ordered to serve the rest of his sentence in 
solitary confi nement.

“Twenty-three hours in lockdown a day, 
seven days a week,” he remembers. “I hit rock 
bottom. It felt like me committing suicide 
would be the easy way out.”

When a guard gave Abner a Bible, he threw 
it to the side of his cell.

“But for 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
I knew that Bible was in my cell,” he says. “It 
was like it was saying ‘I'm here, God is here.’”

He eventually, started reading it and an 
internal tug-o-war began.

“I'm the worst of the worst, and can there 
be a God that can forgive me right now?” he 
asked. “It was a tug-o-war of ‘which way do I 
go in life and how do I go about it?’”

While reading the Bible one night, Abner 
had a vision that changed everything for him.

In prison In prison 
over 30 over 30 

timestimes

those people are unaware, 
unconcerned or foolishly 

The Bible says in 1 
Be sober, be 

vigilant; because your 

roaring lion, seeking 
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When Rhonda Bear was 
12 and feeling nervous 
before she competed in 
state soccer playoff s, her 

coach gave her half a dose of Valium 
to calm her stomach.

Sharing her story with CBN, 
Rhonda said that pill gave her 
peace, relief, and confi dence. It also 
lessened the pain of her parents’ 
divorce and living with her alcoholic 
stepfather.

“He would drink, he would throw 
our furniture out the window – we 
were always running for our lives,” 
she remembers. 

Rhonda felt rejected.
“Drugs made it feel a whole lot better,” she 

admits.
Rhonda stole pills from friends’ medicine 

cabinets, but when she started using cocaine 
and Quaaludes (a synthetic, nervous system 
depressant), she began trading her body for 
drugs. 

“I felt nothing,” she explains. “I had no con-
science. I could give anybody anything – just 
give me the pills.”

Rhonda dropped out of school and got 
arrested for selling drugs. She even overdosed 
several times and received treatment in a men-
tal hospital. She also found hope in Jesus at one 
point but turned again to drugs when she and 
her sisters were abandoned by their mother.

Her friends helped Rhonda to attend a Chris-
tian drug rehabilitation centre and she spent a 
year trying to turn her life around before going 
home and reconnecting with her mother.

“I became clean and  sober and I came ready 
to serve Jesus,” she remembers. 

Rhonda married a pastor’s son and they had 
children together. But her husband used drugs 
and told her she could too, promising her that 
he wouldn’t let her addiction get out of control.

“I believed that, but the truth of the matter 
is I am a horrible drug addict I can’t take a lit-
tle bit and not get out of control,” she admits. 
Rhonda started using methamphetamines, an 
addiction she said took her on a whole new 
journey to hell.

Her marriage ended and Rhonda lost cus-
tody of her children. She describes the rejection 
they felt when she failed to show up at Christ-
mases and birthdays. Eventually they wanted 
nothing to do with her.

“They blotted me out of their life,” she says. 
“I really wanted to be this mom that I never had 
and I knew rejection and I knew abandonment 
and I didn’t want to do that to them, but I had.”

Rhonda was wanted in two states for selling 
drugs but was on the run for 10 years before 
police eventually found her in December, 
2000, hiding under a pile of garbage. The 
district attorney allowed her to celebrate 
Christmas with her children before she went 
to prison. It was then that she decided that she 
would return to her children after her prison 
sentence a changed woman.

“I’m coming back and I’m coming back good 
and I’m coming back to be a mom and I’m 
coming back to get my children,” 
she decided.

Rhonda was sentenced to 10 
years in prison but the judge 
said he saw her potential and 
added a provision that if she did a 
12-month drug program she could 
be released earlier.

While completing the drug 
program in prison she attended a 
retreat organised by Kairos Prison 
Ministry. The retreat was a short 
course in Christianity run by vol-
unteers who helped Rhonda learn 
about the love of Jesus Christ and 
she rededicated her life to Him.

“The Lord touched me and I 

Rejection goes Rejection goes 
full circlefull circle

Rhonda Bear

BY MARK ELLIS 

As a youngster, South African Declan 
Wood wanted his father’s love and 
approval, but the abuse he suff ered at 
his hands led to lifelong scars.

“When I did something wrong, made mis-
takes, my dad beat me with a baseball bat,” 
Declan says on a video recorded by Joshua 
Generation Church.

During one of the beatings, his father hit 
a light fi xture and knocked it off  the ceiling.  
“Glass was going everywhere and he kept beat-
ing me. The way he looked at me when he was 
beating me, I thought ‘this man hates me’.”

Declan’s mother and sisters also feared his 
dad. “Who do I turn to? Declan wondered.

At 10 years old, he turned to drugs, mostly 
marijuana. Later, he and his friends ground 
up a sedative he referred to as mandrakes 
(Quaaludes) and mixed it with the marijuana.

“I mixed it with weed to give me a rush, but 
it was destroying my social life. I never fi tted 
in with the regular kids at school. I never felt 
a part of everyone else.

By the time Declan was 15 he had been 
kicked out of eight public schools and three 
boarding schools. “My life was smoking, doing 
drugs, stealing cars, going on joy rides, and 
bringing them back at fi ve in the morning,” 
he recounts.

Following two years of service in the army, 
he got into hardcore drugs and began breaking 
into homes to support his drug habit. Eventu-
ally he was caught and sentenced to seven 
months in prison. “I was 20 years old and had 
my 21st birthday in prison.

After his release, he got into trouble again, 
was arrested, and sentenced to nine years in 
prison.

In prison, he joined a gang and sold drugs.
After his release, he moved to Cape Town 

and discovered crack cocaine. “I had a hit and 
it messed me up. It made me so high I was 
addicted straight away.”

While working as a labourer, Declan met a 
young woman and she moved in. “A month 
after I met her, she got pregnant. Nine months 
later I had this beautiful little girl.

“I thought having this little baby would get 
me on my feet and I would stop using drugs. 
But I couldn’t. It was just too strong for me.”

“One morning after smoking crack all night, 
I was lying in this bed wanting to cry, but no 
tears came out. I thought to myself, ‘what a 
terrible father. My girl’s going to grow up with 
a father that can’t support her’. I felt like such 
a terrible loser. I was looking back on my life, 

just being naughty, doing wrong, having bad 
intentions.”

In desperation Declan cried out, “God, if 
you’re real, please help me!”

The next day a fellow drug addict came to 
him and told him about a rehab facility down 
the road. During rehab, Declan began to read 
the Bible for the fi rst time. 

“It was amazing the power of these words. 
This was something else. Every now and again 
a verse would really do something to me. It 
would do something in my soul. I knew then 
God was real and He was with me. In that 
home I got to know Jesus, and I fell in love 
with Him and His word. 

He witnessed the lives of drug addicts trans-
formed and changed.

After rehab, Declan found a job. “I was 36 
years old. I started doing handyman work, 
electrical, painting. I never had confi dence 
before, but the Lord gave me confi dence.”

However, in 2008, he backslid and went 
back on crack cocaine. A friend of his sister 
invited him to church. “I went in there one day 
and I saw the love of Jesus in these people. I 
had learned about the power of God, sharing 
the good news, the Holy Spirit, but I didn’t 
know enough about God’s love.

“I was coming to church on Sunday but 
during the week I was using drugs. It was a 
terrible time. When you have tasted that God 
is good, and you’re on drugs and can’t get off , 
it’s terrible.”

In an accountability group at the church, 
he confessed his sins. “Sometimes they would 
rebuke me. One important thing I learned was 
the importance of living in the light. No mat-
ter how many times I slipped up in those fi ve 
years, I knew I had to live in the light.”

Then one day in 2013, unexpectedly, the 
Lord delivered him from his addiction as he 
stood in his mother’s garage. “I felt the addic-
tion taken right out of me in my mother’s 
garage. From that day, never ever again did 
I use drugs. Never again was I tempted like I 
was all those years. The Lord took it out of me 
in an instant.

“Jesus Christ, himself, came to that garage 
that day and saved me, he delivered me. He 
took that drug addiction right out of me.”

Declan has since become a leader in the 
church.

He is thankful for God’s transformational 
power. “The Lord had been good to me. My 
relationship with my daughter has been 
restored. I’ve been able to provide. The Lord 
has helped me in my business and there is still 
a lot more to come.” ●

Totally set free Totally set free 
from addictionfrom addiction

Declan Wood

TWO skydivers jump from a plane at 15000 
feet. Both are wearing parachutes. One of 
them folds his arms, ignores the ripcord, and 
says to himself, “I’m perfectly safe because of 
my parachute.” He is still saying these words 
as he hits the ground at nearly 100 miles per 
hour. The other skydiver knows he will be 
safe only if he does something. He 
pulls the ripcord and lands safely. 

We may know about 
the Christian faith. We 
may respect Jesus 
and agree that what 
He did on the Cross 
is the answer to our 
deepest needs, but 
until we ask for His help and commit our 
lives to Him, it is like falling with a closed 
parachute. We need to take urgent action. 
We need to pull the ripcord while there is 
still time. The ripcord is this, “Whosoever calls 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” – 
Romans 10:13. 

There is nothing else we can do. We 
cannot save ourselves – we can only throw 
ourselves on what Jesus achieved for us on 
the Cross, He has done everything that we 
need. Let’s act on it, or else we will free fall 
into hell. – Reinhard Bonnke

safe only if he does something. He 
pulls the ripcord and lands safely. 

We may know about 

encountered His love, His real love, and I’ve 
never been the same since,” she says. “The love 
of Christ changed me.”

Rhonda completed the drug program and 
was released on parole after serving 19 months 
of her sentence. She remarried and regained 
joint custody of her children.

“God has healed and restored that rela-
tionship but it has taken 15 years and I had 
to trust God,” she explains. “I had to not try 
to make something happen. I had to wait on 
forgiveness.”

Rhonda now runs Christian transitional 
homes for paroled women and their children 
and founded a café that provides work expe-
rience for women who have recently been 
released from prison. 

“I’ve got what I always wanted – the love of a 
Father,” Rhonda says of her relationship with 
God. “I don’t need drugs, I don’t need alcohol – 
I only need Him and He fi lls my heart with love. 
I don’t fear rejection because He loves me.” ●
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Buth Nhorn of Cambodia killed many, 
many people, he confesses. 

“I laid countless land mines. I built 
and ran an orphanage for the purpose 

of raising child soldiers. As a Buddhist, I cal-
culated that I was beyond redemption. What 
could I possibly do to compensate for what I 
had done?

“On 18 March 1970, young Vietnamese 
guerrillas with black teeth marched me into 
the forest to join the Khmer Rouge. Because 
I was opposed to Lon Nol and loyal to Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk, I stayed. In fact, I became 
a commander and even continued fi ghting 
underground after the overthrow of Pol Pot in 
1979. I survived numerous injuries. As you can 
see, my body bears the scars of battle.”

In 1978 he married Reth. “The following year 
we escaped to Thailand. In 1987 
my wife became ill and for a 
whole year could not straighten 
her fi ngers. A neighbour took 
her to a church. 

“They began praying for my 
wife and after six months she 
was healed. Reth became a 
Christian and even hosted a 
Bible study in our home.”

 In 1991 they returned to 
Cambodia.

“I rejected this foreign religion, Christian-
ity and was cruel to my wife. Yet, the more 
I abused her, the more she loved me. She 
returned good for evil. This seemed too good 
to be true. But, why would she lie to me? I 
watched my wife carefully. For eight years she 
prayed for me.

“One day I beat my wife until she was uncon-
scious. But still she loved me. I was a drunkard 

and a killer. My life was a 
disaster.

“Secretly, I began 
to read the Bible. I 
was confi dent that I 
would fi nally expose 
my wife’s delusion. 
When I read John 
chapter three, 
verse 16, I was 
overwhelmed 
by God’s love. I 
knew I was sin-
ful. I wanted a new life. I too believed.”

John 3:16 says: “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.”

For several months Buth questioned 
every pastor he met. “I needed to know, 
was I forgiven or not? If we believe, 
God will forgive us. This is what the 
Bible says. I believe in God’s promise,” 
he nods.

In Isaiah 1:18-19 for instance, God 
off ers: “Come now, and let us reason 
together,” says the Lord,

“Though your sins are like scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; though 
they are red like crimson, they shall be 

as wool. If you are willing and obedient, you 
shall eat the good of the land.”

No matter what we have done in our past 
or how many terrible things we have said and 
done, God will forgive us freely and completely 
if we simply submit ourselves to Him and ask.

In 1999 Buth became a pastor, telling others 
all about the wonderful freedom he has found 
in Jesus. ●

and a killer. My life was a 

“Secretly, I began 
to read the Bible. I 
was confi dent that I 
would fi nally expose 
my wife’s delusion. 
When I read John 

Afrikaanstranslation

English
translation

Zulu
translation

Perspective Perspective 
totally changedtotally changed

Elijah Yegon weet vir ‘n feit dat hy 
hopeloos en teen die grond sou wees 
sonder goddelike ingryping.

Hy vertel dat alles ver van per-
fek af was, “Ek was kwaad, ‘n leuenaar en 
onvergewingsgesind. Ek het teen baie verslaw-
ings in my lewe geveg.”

Toe hy terug dink aan sy kinderdae het Eli-
jah gesê: “Ek het nie in ‘n godsdienstige huis 
groot geword nie. My familie het goddeloos 
gelewe, hulle het selfs hulle eie bier gebrou. My 
opvoeding was ook nie op datum nie.”

Elijah vertel vir Challenge dat een van die 
hoogtepunte van sy kinderdae was Sondag-
skool. “Selfs al het ek nie alles verstaan nie, 
was ek lief daarvoor om te hoor van God wat 
almal lief het.” 

Hy was weetgierig oor God en geestelike 
dinge, en het verlang om die waarheid vir 
homself uit te vind.

 Verskeie jare daarna, het Elijah ‘n lewens 
veranderde kans ontvang. “Die woord van 
God was deur ‘n paar evangeliste gepreek. 
Hulle preke het my lewe verander. Die teks 
wat my lewe aangeraak het was Romeine 6:23 
‘Want die loon van die sonde is die dood, maar 
die genadegawe van God is die ewige lewe in 
Christus Jesus, onse Here.’”

Hy het die uitnodiging om ‘n nuwe lewe te 
begin aanvaar. “Ek het besluit om Christus as 

my persoonlike saligmaker te aanvaar. Ek wou 
nie meer vir myself lewe nie. Toe ek Jesus aan-
vaar het, het alles drasties verander.” 

“Die grootste verandering in my lewe het 
gekom toe my karakter getransformeer het. 
Wat ek het, of wil hê is nie meer ‘n prioriteit 
in my lewe nie. Jesus is my eerste prioriteit.”

Elijah erken dat hy verskeie uitdagings in die 
gesig gestaar het vandat hy sy lewe aan God 
oorgegee het. “Om ‘n Christelike lewe te lei is 
‘n uitdaging. Daar is baie probleme en versoek-
ings, daarom moet mens volhou.”

Elijah se gunsteling Bybel teks is Johannes 
3:16 –“ Want so lief het God die wêreld gehad, 
dat Hy sy  eniggebore Seun gegee het , sodat 
elkeen wat in Hom glo, nie verlore mag gaan 
nie, maar die ewige lewe kan hê.”

Vandag is Elijah gelukkig getroud en hy is 
toegewyd aan sy werk as gevangenis kapelaan. 
Hy geniet meer as ‘n dekade lange verhouding 
met Jesus.

Hy is passievol om die goeie nuus oor red-
ding met ander om hom te deel. “Ek wil almal 
vertel dat Jesus die enigste manier is om van 
sonde gered te word, en die enigste weg om 
die koninkryk van die hemele binne te gaan. 
Daar is geen ander weg om die ewige lewe te 
kan hê nie. Deur Jesus kan ons gered word en 
vrygemaak word van die straf van sonde. Plaas 
jou vertroue in Sy liefdevolle hande.” ●

Prioriteite en perspektief Prioriteite en perspektief 
totaal verandertotaal verander Ukuguquka Ukuguquka 

kwendlela kwendlela 
yokubona yokubona 
ukubaluleka ukubaluleka 
kwezintokwezinto
UElijah Yegon  wazi ngokun-

gangabazeki ukuthi ngaphandle 
kosizo oluvela Phezulu ngabe 
ishabalele impilo yakhe futhi 

akanathemba.
Isimo sasibucayi.”Nganginolaka,ngin

amanga futhi ngingathetheleli. Ngangig-
qilazwa izinto eningi empilweni yami.”

Ekukhuleni kwakhe, kusho u Elijah: 
“Angikhulelanga ekhaya elikholwayo. 
Babezigayela bengamazi u Nkulunkulu. 
Nemfundo yami yayingekho esimweni.”

U Elijah utshele I Challenge ukuthi 
wayeyikhonzile I Sunday school ekukhu-
leni kwakhe. “ Noma ngangikaqondi 
kahle ngangithanda ukuzwa ngo Nku-
lunkulu othanda abantu bonke.”

Wayekukhuthalele ukuzwa ngo NKU-
LUNKULU nomoya wakhe ulangazelela 
ukwazi iqiniso.

Emva kweminyaka eminingi, u Elijah 
wathola ithuba elaguqula impilo yakhe.” 
Izwi likaNkulunkulu lalishumayelwa 
umvangeli othize. Ngalizwa laguqula 
impilo yami. Ivesi elangithinta lalivela 
kwabase Roma 6:23: “ Umvuzo wesono 
ungukufa, kodwa isipho sikaNkulunkulu 
singukuphila okuphakade ngoKristu 
uJesu iNkosi yethu.”

Wamukela isimemo sokuqala impilo 
entsha.” Nganquma ukumamukela 
ngokuphelele uKristu njengoMsindisi 
wempilo yami. Ngangingasafuni ukuz-
iphilela . Ngathi mgingamukela uJesu , 
izinto zaguquka kakhulu.

Ushintsho olukhulu lwabonakala 
esimilweni sami siguquka. Enginakho 
nengikufunayo akuzange kusabaluleka 
kangakho empilweni yami. U Jesu 
wabaluleka ukudlula zonke izinto kimi.” 

U Elijah uyavuma ukuthi ube nense-
lela eziningi emva kokuzinikela kuNku-
lunkulu. Ukuphila impilo yobuKristu 
kuyinselela. Uyaphikelela, kunobunzima 
nezilingo ezinkulu.”

U Elijah uthanda lelivesi ngokuka-
Johane 3:16 “ngokuba uNkulunkulu 
walithanda izwe kangaka waze wani-
kela ngeNdodana yakhe ezelwe Yodwa, 
ukuba  yilowo nalowo okholwa iyona 
angabhubhi kepha abe nokuphila 
okuphakade.”

Namuhla, u Elijah ushadile uzinikele 
emsebenzini wakhe wokuba I chaplain. 
Usenemimyaka emkhonza uNkulunkulu 
ngentokozo.

Unentshisakalo yokufafaza indaba 
ezinhle zensindiso kwabaseduze 
kwakhe.” Ngifuna ukuthi uKristu iyona 
yodwa indlela yokuthethelelwa izono 
neyokungena embusweni wezulu.
Ayikho enye indlela esingaba nokuphila 
okuphakade. NgoKristu singasindiswa, 
sikhululwe emandleni nasemvuzweni 
wesono. Beka ithemba lakho ezandleni 
zakhe zothando.” ●

Elijah Yegon knows for a fact that without divine 
intervention he would have been at rock bot-
tom with no hope.

He says things were far from perfect. “I was 
angry, lying and unforgiving. I battled many addic-
tions in my life.”

Remembering his childhood, Elijah says: “I did 
not grow up in a religious family. They lived ungodly 
lives and they even brewed their own local brew. My 
education was not up to date.”

Elijah tells Challenge that one of the highlights of 
his childhood was Sunday school. “Even though I did 
not understand much I loved to hear about the God 
who loves all people.”

He was always curious about God and spirituality 
and yearned to know the truth for himself.

Then, several years later, Elijah received a life-
changing chance. “The Word of God was being 
preached by some evangelists. I heard them and it 
changed my life. The verse that touched me came 
from Romans 6:23: ‘For the wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.’”

So, he accepted the invitation to start a new life. “I 
decided to fully accept Christ as my personal Saviour. 
I didn’t want to live for myself anymore. When I 
accepted Jesus, things changed dramatically.

“The biggest change in my life was that my char-
acter has become diff erent. What I have or want is 
no longer a priority in my life. Jesus is my number 
one priority.”

Elijah admits that he has faced his fair share of 
challenges since committing his life to God. “To 
maintain a Christian life is a challenge. One must 
be persistent, for there are many diffi  culties and 
temptations.”

Elijah’s favourite Bible verse is John 3:16 - “For 
God so loved the world that He gave His one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.” 

Today, Elijah is happily married and committed 
to his work as a prison chaplain. He has enjoyed a 
decades-long relationship with Jesus.

He is passionate about sharing the Good News 
of salvation with others around him. “I want to 
tell others that Christ is the only way to be saved 
from sin and the only way to enter the kingdom of 
heaven. There is no other way we can have eternal 
life. Through Christ Jesus we can be saved; set free 
from the power and penalty of sin. Trust your life 
into His loving hands.” ●

Mass killer and abuser Mass killer and abuser 
overcome by loveovercome by love

Buth NhornButh Nhorn

I WAS 
CRUEL TO 
MY WIFE, 
YET...SHE 
LOVED ME. 
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WORDS FOR THE HEART
STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN{ }Welcome to this Bible Study. Read slowly what I have 

written.  If you have a Bible, look up the reference 
verses given, and allow the Holy Spirit to minister 
to your soul through them.   – ALAN BAILEY

HOW DO I BECOME A CHRISTIAN?
What? Salvation is an eternal relationship with God – now on Earth and, after we 
die, in Heaven. 

The Lord Jesus says: “I tell you the truth. Everyone who believes in Me has eternal 
life.”   John 6:47
“In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.”   
John 16:33

Who? Anyone can gain the eternal life o� ered through Jesus Christ, regardless 
of how you have previously lived or what you have previously believed.

God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish but have eternal life.   John 3:16

Why? Because sin separates us from a holy God. Sin is all the wrong things we 
do, say and think, as well as our desire to be our own boss.

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  Roman 3:23

How? The Bible says you become a Christian by confessing with your mouth that 
Jesus is Lord and believing in your heart that God raised Him from the dead.

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you 
believe and are justi� ed, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and 
are saved.   Romans 10:8b-10

Ready to change your life forever? Here is a prayer you can pray, but you can 
also use your own words.  The words are not as important as the heart attitude – 
which only God can see.

Almighty God, Creator of Heaven and Earth,
I acknowledge that I am a sinner. Please forgive me for all the ways I have 

disobeyed and de� ed You. 
Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus Christ, to earth to live the perfect 

life I couldn’t, and die on the cross for my sins.  Thank You that His blood was 
su�  cient to pay my debt to You, and His resurrection proves that there is life 
beyond death.  I accept that His sacri� ce is all I need to get right with You – 
I bring nothing I have done but I give you everything I am.  Help me to live for 
You.  Please be my Saviour and my Master.  Amen.

What now? 
1.  Tell someone - either a fellow prisoner who is a Christian, or your Prison 

Chaplain.
2.  Ask a friend or family member to bring you a Bible. Ask the Prison Chaplain to 

sign you up to a correspondence discipleship program.
3.  Keep praying.  Talk to God anywhere, about anything.  He is always listening,

and you don’t need a formula. 
4.  Find out if your prison has church services and attend them regularly. 

* Please tick and write clearly *

Name __________________________________Age _______________

Address ___________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________
Send to: World Hope Ministries, PO Box 96176, Brixton, 2019

All overseas enquiries are referred onto someone in their own country

I have prayed 
this prayer.

  Bible portion
  Some ‘starting off ’ literature
  Information on a helpful church

Please
send me:

AS A NEXT STEP :

John 12:17-41  
INTRODUCTION  
IN our last study we read of Jesus’ 
entry into Jerusalem for the last 
week of His life on earth. It was 
a week packed with activity, as 
we will see. Also, it was a time of 
learning for the disciples. They saw 
and heard amazing things which 
prepared them for the highly 
demanding future that was before 
them. Many of the general public 
seemed curious about Jesus and 
tried to see and hear more. We will 
learn more as we move forward.

Chapter 12 Verses 17-19 Now 
the crowd that was with Him had 
continued to spread the word that He 
had called Lazarus from the tomb, 
raising him from the dead. Many 

This was further evidence that 
the report of Jesus’ miracles had 
travelled widely. We are unable to 
know whether those who sought 
Jesus did more than just look at 
Him.  They had the opportunity 
to trust in Him in a personal way, 
which is also true for us today.

Verses 23-26  Jesus replied, “The 
hour has come for the Son of Man 
to be glori� ed. I tell you the truth, 
unless a kernel of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies, it remains only a 
single seed. But if it dies, it produces 
many seeds. The man who loves his 
life shall lose it, while the man who 
hates his life in this world will keep 
it for eternal life. Whoever serves me 
must follow me; and where I am, my 
servant also will be. My Father will 
honour the one who serves Me.”

It is very plain that Jesus was 
not looking for popularity. Teach-
ing such as this is not what the 
average ear wants to hear. With 
strong language He is saying that 
total commitment is required for 
a disciple. Loving life or hating life 
displays an inner attitude, either 
making self number one, or being 
willing to sacri� ce in order to serve 
others. The only way to be fruit-
ful in service is to let go of sel� sh 
demands.

Verses 27, 28  “Now is my heart 
troubled and what shall I say? 
‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, 
it was for this very reason I came to 
this hour. Father, glorify your name!” 
Then a voice came from heaven, “I 
have glori� ed it, and will glorify it 
again.”

Jesus sees himself as the kernel 
of wheat He referred to. It was 
necessary for Him to die, if the fruit 
of salvation was to be found. He is 
aware that death is not far away. 
The voice from heaven was to as-
sure Him of the Father’s oversight 
of it all. This is one of three occa-
sions that God spoke audibly from 
heaven. The other two were, at 
Jesus’ baptism, (Matthew 3) and at 
the trans� guration (Matthew 17). 
Each time, it was to honour His Son.

Verses 29, 30  The crowd that 
was there heard it and said that it 
thundered; others said an angel had 
spoken to Him. Jesus said, “This voice 
was for your bene� t, not mine.”

To the crowd, it seemed that 
a most unusual thing had hap-
pened but mainly the message was 
missed. Maybe it was another case 
of blindness and deafness to the 
Word of God.

Verses 31-33 Now is the time for 
judgment on this world; now the 

prince of this world will be driven out. 
But I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men to myself. He 
said this to show the kind of death 
He was going to die.

His death was to be cruci� xion, 
meaning that He would be raised 
up on a cross. The world of sin 
and unbelief was to be judged by 
His execution and the devil, (the 
prince of this world) would be 
judged also. So His death would 
be a victory, not a defeat.  Because 
of the cross, all types of people 
from all tribes and tongues would 
be drawn in faith to Him. That of 
course is in the process. It is still 
happening.

Verses 34-36 The crowd spoke up, 
“We have heard from the law that 
the Christ will remain forever, so how 
can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be 
lifted up?’ Who is this Son of Man?” 
Then Jesus told them, “You are going 
to have the light just a little while 
longer. Walk while you have the light, 
before darkness overtakes you. The 
man who walks in the dark does not 
know where he is going. Put your 
trust in the light while you have it, so 
that you may become sons of light. 
” When He had � nished speaking, 
Jesus left and hid Himself from them.

The crowd had a certain amount 
of knowledge but were not piecing 
it together. The Christ and the Son 
of Man were titles Jesus claimed 
for Himself. The Jewish expectation 
of the Messiah was that He would 
come and rule, not come and die. 
As this Gospel of John has shown 
us before, the people should put 
together this man’s miraculous 
deeds and His claims about who 
He is. So the Lord tells them to ac-
cept the light given and live by it.

Verses 37- 41  Even after Jesus 
had done all these miraculous signs 
in their presence, they still would not 
believe in Him. This was to ful� ll the 
word of Isaiah the prophet: “Lord, 
who has believed our message, and 
to whom has the arm of the Lord 
been revealed?“ For this reason they 
could not believe, because, as Isaiah 
says elsewhere: “He has blinded their 
eyes and deadened their hearts, so 
they can neither see with their eyes, 
nor understand with their hearts, nor 
turn - and I would heal them.”

These comments are made by 
John to explain further the unbelief 
of the Jews. He quotes the prophet 
Isaiah who lived seven centuries 
before Christ. The prophet declares 
that the Lord has further hardened 
hard hearts. The blinding and 
deadening is a judgment of God on 

people, because they had heard that 
He had given this miraculous sign, 
went out to meet Him. So the Phari-
sees said to one another, “See, this 
is getting us nowhere. Look how the 
whole world has gone after Him.”

Critics sometimes say that in 
Bible times people believed in 
impossible th ings that in our scien-
ti� c age we would not consider. 
This is largely false. People knew 
that the dead do not stand up 
and live again. They were just as 
amazed as we would be. Curiosity 
moved them to follow Jesus, much 
to the dismay of the Pharisees.  
They wanted Jesus to be seen as 
an enemy to be banished. He was 
looking like a popular � gure.

Verses 20-22 Now there were 
some Greeks among those who 
went up to worship at the Feast. 
They came to Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. 
“Sir,” they said, “we would like to see 
Jesus.” Philip went to tell Andrew; 
Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.

people who already 
have refused the 
word of God. God 
would save them 
if only they would 
obey His word.

Verse 41 Isaiah 
said this because he 
saw Jesus’ glory, and 
spoke about Him.

This is an im-
portant statement 
showing more about 
Jesus. It can be read 
in the Book of Isaiah, 
chapter 6. Isaiah had 
a vision of a Glorious 
Person on a throne 
with accompanying 

angels, a sight so awesome he was 
overcome by it. It was undoubtedly 
God being portrayed but now John 
tells us the prophet saw Jesus. So 
Jesus is by nature, God. Eternal. Yet 
this exalted person was with these 
people in person and they were 
failing to see who He was.
CONCLUSION

The day of Jesus’ cruci� xion was 
drawing near. Jesus took every 
opportunity to convince those 
who would listen that His com-
ing and dying was a mission from 
God Almighty. Not all rejected His 
words. John tells us that there were 
numbers of people who believed. 
Later that point becomes clearer.
Once more we are challenged 
about our relationship with Him. 
How good it is to have Him as Lord 
and Savior. The One who cannot 
fail. The One who alone saves. ●

Jesus often used wheat Jesus often used wheat 
as a symbol in His as a symbol in His 

teachings.teachings.

Wise words
A 93-year-old man in Italy was in 
hospital with Covid. He got better, 
and then he was handed the bill 
to pay for the ventilator. The old 
man started to cry. When the 
doctor told him not to cry over 
the bill, the old man responded: 
“I don’t cry because of the money 
I have to pay. I can pay the bill. I 
cry because I have been breathing 
God’s air for 93 years, and I have 
never had to pay anything for it, 
but for using a ventilator in your 
hospital for just one day I have to 
pay 5000 euro. I realise now how 
much I owe God. I have never 
even thanked Him for it before.” 

 ......
If someone has a faith worth 
following, I feel that their 
beliefs should make me feel 
uncomfortable for not doing so. 
If they share 90% of my lifestyle 
and values, then there is nothing 
especially inspiring about them. 
Instead of making me want to 
become more like them, it looks 
very much as if they want to 
become more like me. 

 – Ben Sixsmith
......

God knows the minute everybody 
is gonna come into this world. 
He also knows the exact minute 
when we’re gonna depart from 
this world. He knows. And in this 
period, from birth to death, the 
real issue is: What have we done 
about Jesus Christ? 
  – Pat Williams, VP Orlando Magic
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On August 8, as the 2020 
Olympics came to a close, 
Charles Fernandez, Guate-
mala’s last remaining ath-

lete at the Olympic village carried 
his country’s fl ag with pride at the 
closing ceremony.

The 25-year-old modern pen-
tathlete did not win any medals at 
these Games, but he has a winning 
attitude - and a higher purpose for 
his sport.

“The people of Guatemala are the 
reason I do what I do in sports,” he 
told Tokyo 2020. 

“I am an athlete for this country. 
I don’t compete for myself but 
for the people. When I am on the 
podium… I just think of the smiles 
of these people who suff er every 
day, who work every day to achieve 
a better life. 

“However, sometimes it is hard 
for them to develop as human 
beings due to the violence and cor-
ruption in the country.”

Charles was born in Dayton, Ohio 
in the United States to Christian 
parents, Carlos - who was originally 
from Guatemala - and Heidi. When 
he was seven, his parents answered 
the call to become full-time mis-
sionaries in Guatemala and the 
whole family moved there. 

Carlos, himself a modern pen-
tathlete, founded a mission called 
Welcome to My Father’s House. For 
the past 17 years, this evangelistic 
ministry that provides education 
and medical care as well as sports 

and construction projects for the 
Mayan population.

“We help them build churches, 
houses, schools and commu-
nity centres,” explains Charles, 
who has been a 
Christian from the 
time he was a child 
and is passion-
ate about being a 
role model for the 
community.

Although he has 
not been as hands-
on since turning 
professional, his 
heart is still for 
the mission fi eld. 
Once, when he 
was travelling in 
Europe, he learned 
that the Fuego vol-
cano, just 10 miles 
from his home-
town, had erupted. 
Charles had actually been planning 
to climb Fuego when he got home 
that same week.

“We decided to shift our focus 
from it being a vacation to being a 
ministry opportunity,” he contin-
ued. He and his girlfriend Kristen 
started a GoFundMe page and 
raised $2000, which they used to 
buy food, water and other essen-
tial items which were distributed 
through Father’s House.

“It was defi nitely a huge blessing 
to be able to help people who were 
victims of the volcano in any way 

we could,” Charles noted. “These 
people had literally lost everything.”

He was also one of fi ve athletes 
recruited by the Olympic Commit-
tee in Guatemala last summer to 

build three houses 
in one of the vil-
lages destroyed by 
the eruption.

“As a Guatema-
lan, as a Christian, 
and as a public fi g-
ure, I wanted to try 
to create aware-
ness for the peo-
ple of Guatemala,” 
he said. “This is 
not a process that 
will  heal itself 
overnight.”

T h e  m o d e r n 
pentathlon is a 
gruelling one-day 
endurance compe-
tition over fi ve dis-

ciplines -  fencing, swimming, horse 
jumping, shooting and running - a 
skillset that must seem bizarre to 
anyone who didn’t grow up with 
Tarzan or Erroll Flynn movies. 

It is Charles work as a mission-
ary that inspires him in his role as 
an athlete.

“My aim as an athlete is to bring 
hope to them, showing them that 
anything is possible when you work 
hard. The two ways I support the 
country are diff erent but thank God 
they fi t together in a very special 
way. This is the reason and motiva-

tion for what I do at the Olympics.
“I ask God to give me strength 

every single day. I know for a fact 
that without the renewal of my 
strength through my faith and 
because of God I would not be the 
athlete that I am today. That is why 
I do what I do, to be a light of Christ 
unto the nations in this sport.”

Charles said a personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ was not 
something religious but genuine. 

“It is not a religious experience. 
God is not a God who looks for the 
best of the best, but someone who 
looks for the broken-hearted in 
need of a saviour, regardless of your 
sins and faults.

“My faith in God has always been 
surrounded by the love and grace 

He has shown to His children even 
though we don’t deserve it. 

“My purpose in life has been to 
always refl ect the love that Christ 
gave us and serve others selfl essly. 
Being an example of Christ’s love 
on earth through actions has helped 
me use the platform that I have to 
inspire others and be a positive 
change to my country and the peo-
ple around me.

“The difference is about how 
you treat others, how you look at 
adversity, and how you respond to 
everything that happens around 
you. This allows me to live a happy 
life as an athlete knowing that it is 
not about what you do inside sport 
but how are you doing it that mat-
ters.” ●

LOSER IS A WINNER

Guatemala’s Charles Fernandez falls o�  Fluoriet as 
he competes in the men’s individual riding show 

jumping of the modern pentathlon during the Tokyo 
2020 Olympic Games at the Tokyo Stadium in Tokyo 

on August 7, 2021. (Photo by Pedro PARDO / AFP) 
(Photo by PEDRO PARDO/AFP via Getty Images)

INSET: Charles Fernandez of Team Guatemala 
celebrates during the Fencing Ranked Round of 
the Men’s Modern Pentathlon at the Tokyo 2020 

Olympic Games on August 05, 2021 in Chofu, 
Japan. (Photo by Leon Neal/Getty Images)


