
Last month we started looking at the armour of God from Ephesians 6:10-18.  We saw that the 
belt of truth (biblical truth) is not only fundamental to the Christian life, but also foundational.  
The Word of God is absolutely essential to our growth and development as Christians.

This month let’s look at the breastplate of righteousness.  For the 
Roman soldier, this provided protection for the front and back and 
went down to the top of the thighs.  Paul sees this as a picture of how 
at salvation we are clothed with the righteousness of Christ.

This is beautifully summed up in 2 Corinthians 5:20-21; “Therefore 
we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through 
us; we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. For He 
made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.”

That is what we call positional righteousness which is in no one else but 
God.  It is a perfect righteousness.  So when God looks down on a child of God what He sees is a 
person clothed in the righteousness of God.  Positional righteousness is how God sees us. Romans 

5:19 “For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, 
so also, by one man’s obedience many will be made righteous.”

The word “made” has the meaning of being in a permanent state 
or condition.  This points towards the fact that once we become 
a child of God it is a permanent step that nothing or no-one can 
change.

It is important to recognise that part of being clothed in the 
righteousness of Christ, is the fact that we have no righteousness 
of our own.  The apostle Paul constantly referred to himself with 
this in mind.  In Romans 7:18 he says; “For I know that in me (in 
my flesh) nothing good dwells…” Again in 1 Timothy 1:15 he says; 
“This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”  
Literally Paul is openly declaring that he was the worst person 
who ever lived; in effect that we are all the worst person who 
ever lived.  Whilst that is not great grammar, it is good theology 
nonetheless.
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PRAISE the Lord for:
  Another staff member, 

Kevin Taffurelli.  His role 
is the area of promotion, 
development and 
fundraising for Australia 

  The wonderful offer to 
produce much needed 
Challenge news stands 
for the work at no cost

  The flow of gifts that 
continue to come into 
the ministry which are 
very timely

  The expertise of Karen 
Trezona (in USA) as 
she begins the task of 
developing a global 
website for Challenge



Isaiah put it a bit more bluntly when he said in chapter 64:6; “But we 
are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteous acts are like filthy 
rags.”  So it is clear why we need to become born-again.  In his book 
Practising the Presence of God Brother Lawrence stated it well 
when he said in a prayer; “…left to myself Lord all I will ever do is sin.”

By now I hope you have seen that we have no righteousness of 
our own, which is the reason why we need to be clothed in the 
righteousness of God.  This sort of righteousness is not obtained by 
doing a whole series of legalisms.  This righteousness is obtained by 
faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ.

So once we are clothed in the righteousness of Christ, this is validated 
by a practical righteousness.  Stated 
simply, positional righteousness 
is clearly revealed in a changed 
life – practical righteousness.  Paul once again says it so well: 
Philippians 1:10-11 “…that you may approve the things that are 
excellent, that you may be sincere and without offence till the day 
of Christ, being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by 
Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God.”

As stated before, positional righteousness is how God sees 
us, however, practical righteousness is how others see God in 
us.  Practical righteousness is all about walking the talk.  Sadly 
many so-called decisions for Christ are not true commitments.  
Interestingly when Jesus gives His evangelism strategy to His 
disciples in Matthew 28:19-20 He says; “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations…”

Jesus’ clear instructions are to make disciples not obtain decisions.  
Disciples are disciplined followers of Jesus Christ.  The word 
“make” is in the imperative, which means it is a command not an 
optional extra.  As we walk with God in His Word, He promises to 
be with us to the end of the age.

Remember friends, positional righteousness will always be 
reflected in practical righteousness.

positional positional 
righteousness righteousness 
is how God is how God 
sees us ...sees us ...
practical practical 
righteousness righteousness 
is how is how 
others see others see 
God in usGod in us
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_MY RESPONSE

Post to: Challenge Literature Fellowship, PO Box 978, Cloverdale WA 6985

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________Post Code: ______________

Email: ___________________________________________Phone: _________________________

With God’s help I would like to be a partner in supporting the ministry at Challenge financially :

 Monthly    Quarterly    Yearly    One time contribution of:     $50    $75    $100    $200    Other: $ _____

To be used for ____________________________________________________________________

PRAYER needed for:
  Overseas project 

countries.  Although 
editions have been 
sent for printing a lot of 
churches and outreach 
groups still have their 
paper distribution on 
hold 

  The possibility of going 
into the Philippines with 
a Tagalog edition.  We 
need to know God’s 
clear open door

  New staff members to 
help with promotion 
and continued 
development of 
Challenge newspaper in 
South Africa and USA

  The Lord’s wisdom as 
our production team 
puts together each 
edition of Challenge carl carmody

editor challenge{ }


