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STEPHEN: FULL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Acts 6:1-10; 7:54-60

by Francis Dixon
We read of Stephen in Acts 6:5-15; 7:1-60; 8:2; 11:19; 22:20. He was “a man full…of the Holy Spirit”
(Acts 6:5). It is important we understand that the Spirit-filled life is God’s plan and provision for every
Christian. On the Day of Pentecost “all of them were filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:4); the promise is
to “all” (Acts 2:39), and the command is to every Christian (Ephesians 5:18). What are the characteristics
of a Spirit-filled Christian as seen through Stephen?
AVAILABLE TO THE LORD FOR WHATEVER SERVICE HE MAY APPOINT
In Acts 6:1-5, we read of a problem that arose in the early Church, of the way the apostles dealt with it
and of their decision to select seven men to administer the benevolent fund. The qualifications required
for these men are seen in verse 3, and their names are mentioned in verse 5, the first of which is “Stephen,
a man full…of the Holy Spirit”. These men were wanted not for preaching or any prominent task, but to
“wait on tables”. It is clear, therefore, that a Spirit-filled Christian is one
who is available to the Lord for whatever work He may appoint. Are we
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IS MIGHTY IN THE SCRIPTURES
In Acts 7:2-53, we have the record of the defence that Stephen made before his accusers, and notice
that his “sermon” was filled with quotations from the scriptures .....
1 He KNEW the Scriptures. Only one who was familiar with the record of God’s dealings with His people
could so accurately relate such a story.
2 He BELIEVED the Scriptures. He believed the historical parts of the Old Testament; he referred to
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, the twelve Patriarchs, Joseph, Moses and the deliverance at the Red Sea…He
also believed the prophetic scriptures, as verse 52 makes perfectly clear.
3 He PREACHED the Scriptures. How skilfully he wielded the “sword of
the Spirit”! – look up and compare Hebrews 4:12 and Ephesians 6:17.
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