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THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA: PERSONAL TESTIFYING John 4:1-30; 39-42
by Francis Dixon
The special power in personal testimony may be defined as: telling others out of our own experience
what we know about the Lord – who He is, what He is able to do for those who trust Him, and above
all, what He has done for us. The Woman by the Well did not preach; she simply told her story, with
the result that there were scores of conversions. There are four good reasons why every Christian
should engage in personal testimony:1 The Lord Jesus encouraged it. Look up Mark 5:19, and compare Acts 1:8.
2 The Apostles practised it. For example, we have the record of Paul’s testimony seven times
in the Acts and in his Epistles. He knew the power of personal testimony.
3 The Holy Spirit uses it. The word “preached” in Acts 8:4 means that they told others what
the Lord had done for them and is able and willing to do for all who will put their trust in Him.
4 Every Christian can engage in it. Not every Christian can preach or teach, but all can say –
John 3:11 and 9:25.
THE BASIS OF PERSONAL TESTIFYING
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everyone, but there is a special place where we ought to begin testifying, and this is emphasised
in verse 28. We should begin in our own town among our own people, where we are known and
where it is possible to testify to those who knew us before our conversion so that they are able
to see and hear what the Lord has done for us.
THE METHOD OF PERSONAL TESTIFYING
Notice seven things in verses 28 and 29 :
1 First, there is the idea of PRIORITY. Verse 28: “leaving her water jar, the woman went back to
the town.” Her original concern was to draw water, but now she was concerned to save souls.
Often we put soul-winning second or third, when it is a matter of first importance – see John 1:41.
2 There is the note of EARNESTNESS. Her appeal to the people was not casual; it was earnest
– look up John 9:4.
3 Then, there is the thought of DIRECTION. Verse 28 says, “She
said to the people…” – but first she had to find them. When
needed for:
we set out to seek people for Christ the Holy Spirit waits to
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had said. But this is not the end of the story, for her testimony
Lord will open the way. Also
led to even greater blessing – see verses 40-42.
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condensed froM francis dixon’s wriTings. www.wordsoflife.co.uk/bible-studies/

Address: ________________________________________________Post Code: ______________
Email:___________________________________________Phone: _________________________
With God’s help I would like to be a partner in supporting the ministry at Challenge financially :

 Monthly  Quarterly  Yearly  One time contribution of:  $50  $75  $100  $200  Other: $ _____
To be used for ____________________________________________________________________

 Visa  Mastercard

Name: _________________________________________________________________________

Signature: ____________________

Post to: Challenge Literature Fellowship, PO Box 978, Cloverdale WA 6985

Name on card: ______________________

"

Expiry Date __ __ / __ __

MY RESPONSE

__ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __

PRAYER

