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PHILIP: MOST WORTHWHILE WORK IN THE WORLD

John 1:35-51

by Francis Dixon
In this study we see how Philip brought Nathanael to Jesus, and how we, as followers of Christ, are
to engage in the task of soul-winning. From our reading, John and Andrew found the Lord through
John the Baptist (verses 35-37); second, Andrew found Peter (verses 40-42); third, Jesus found Philip
(verse 43); and fourth, Philip found Nathanael (verse 45). Each of these individuals was found by
someone. What do we learn as we look at Philip who found Nathanael?
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1. Our testimony should be INFORMAL, as Philip’s was. There was nothing sophisticated or clever
about it; it was given in simple, heart-to-heart language.
2. Our testimony must be INFORMED. Verse 45 indicates this. Philip knew his man, but he also knew
the scriptures and he was therefore able to draw upon his knowledge of the Word of God when
seeking to make a point of contact with Nathanael.
3. Our testimony must be INFECTIOUS. It is obvious from verse 45 that Philip was passionate in his
appeal to Nathanael; he meant business, and doubtless when he spoke his eyes flashed, his face
lit up and his words were warm and moving.
If all God’s people had a testimony like this and gave it like this there would soon be a very
wonderful movement of the Spirit of God upon the hearts and lives of many who are now dead in
their trespasses and sins.
THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY OF MEETING OBJECTIONS IS FOR THE ONE
WE ARE TRYING TO WIN TO COME AND SEE FOR HIMSELF.
See what it says in verse 46. Nathanael was a sincere thinker, what might be called “an honest
doubter”, and Philip knew this. He knew that argument would not win him, but he also knew that if
Nathanael could meet with Jesus that would do it! Most people whom we seek to win to the Lord
have problems, but the important thing is never to argue with them! Do what the man born blind
did – look up John 9:25; say to the soul you are seeking to win, “Come and see for yourself!”
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